
 

 
Text Type Definitions for Houghton Mifflin 

“Different Reads for Different Needs” 
 

Wordless:  Books containing no words, only pictures. 
 
 
Pre-Decodable (High Frequency):  Books that may be predictable and have 
lots of repetition of the high-frequency words being learned in the 
accompanying lesson.  Rebus pictures may be used. 
 
 
Predictable:  These books have repetitive phrases with a predictable pattern 
(“Brown Bear, Brown Bear”).  Publishers often level them. 
 
 
Decodable:  Books that are controlled by phonic elements and previously 
taught high-frequency words.   
 
 
Controlled:  These books are controlled for vocabulary, but do not have a 
particular phonic focus or enough repetition of a phonic element to be 
considered decodable. 
 
 
Leveled:  Sets of books that may be leveled by many different elements 
(phonics, vocabulary, interest, etc.).  There are usually below, on, and above-
level readers. 
 
 
Authentic:  Literature that may be leveled to determine grade level.  May be 
sold by publishers as trade books. 
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Below are some of the text examples from Houghton Mifflin categorized 
by the above definitions.  For some of the texts, the purpose for use with 
students is also listed. 
 
1. Student Anthology (1-5):  Authentic; Grade 1 Themes 1 – 4 are 

considered to be highly decodable.  For comprehension and word-
learning strategy instruction. 

 
2. Word and Picture Books (K):  Wordless or Pre-decodable  
 
3. Little Big Books (1-2):  Authentic; for comprehension and vocabulary 

instruction. 
 
4. I Love Reading Books (1–2):  Decodable/Controlled; for decoding 

practice. 
 
5. Phonics Library (K–2):  Decodable/Controlled; for decoding practice. 
 
6. On My Way Practice Readers (K-2):  Predictable, some pre-decodable, 

decodable, controlled – “below-level” reader in the leveled reader book 
sets.  Used for fluency practice or extra decoding practice. 

 
7. Reader’s Library (3)/Classroom Bookshelf (K-3):  Authentic 
 
8. Leveled Readers (1-3):  Leveled as above, on, and below; also 

controlled.  Used for fluency practice.   
 
9. Leveled Theme Paperbacks (1-3):  Leveled and authentic 
 
10. Vocabulary Readers (K-3):  Leveled; used for vocabulary support. 
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