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Al, HD, and Dr. Feldman,

I would like to thank you all again for helping me improve my craft today. As I reflect on the day I am beyond grateful
to have had this opportunity - and look forward to what's to come.

I have watched my video twice and have done some brief reflecting, here is where I am thus far:

1. The first thing that jumps out at me is how I can more effectively engage the entire class when asking questions. Dr.
Feldman suggested that I avoid using individual names prior to asking questions; in order to keep students that were
not called on engaged. This makes a great deal of sense...If I don't call on the whole class....students that weren't
called on can just cop-out of doing any thinking. I believe this will truly help to engage more students as I can keep
more students doing MORE of the work/thinking. Shoot...I could probably even pose questions and work the
classroom in order to formatively check for understanding as evidence by peer-peer conversations. Which, could lead
to more in-depth conversation, or would allow me to differentiate/plan. 

2.  Al, I am wondering if I'll ever start letting the students do the work....Grrrr. This has been something we've
discussed and I really can see that I need to SLOW down and let the students engage the material. I have planned
independent work time into my weekly plan....but I need to have students practicing the skills needed to actually do
the work. Our conversation with Dr. Feldman after school (new teacher training) really got me thinking about how I
support my students' abilities/skills/development of "paraphrasing". I can do a much better job of implementing
activities that allow students to use academic language while they paraphrase their understanding of chemistry
concepts. Like today for example, I could have grouped students in order to have them describe how they distributed
coefficients...this would have allowed me to circulate and support students as we begin to develop our abilities to
listen and paraphrase others' understandings. It would be soooo awesome to have students providing feedback to
students....prior to my feedback. This level of buy in is certainly attainable, however, I do feel that these are skills that
develop through intentional and deliberate practice. 

I will keep working at improving my effect and thank you sincerely for your belief in my abilities.

"To give anything less than your best, is to sacrifice the gift"
 - S. Prefontaine (one of the only decent things to come out of that no wrestling town) 
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