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SLD Toolbox: Taking a kid from 
start to finish! 



• This presentation will provide a clear vision of 
best practices related to an RTI-based SLD 
Identification. 

• We will travel with a student from consent being 
obtained to the eligibility determination meeting 
looking at how we as educators are making 
decision about instruction and how to improve 
outcomes.   

• This presentation will also provide useful ready 
to use tools that can support the identification 
process and how to develop or refine your 
system including for students identified as ELL.   

 

 

Session Overview 



Use the scale below to rate your knowledge 

of using RTI for SLD identification: 

 

 

Rate yourselves! 

4 I have a good understanding of how to use RTI for SLD identification and 
should be conducting this session. 

3 I have a good understanding of how to use RTI for SLD identification and 
have used it in the past.  

2 I have used a hybrid model of RTI and PSW for SLD identification.  I have 
more questions about SLD identification using RTI solely.   

1 I have heard of using RTI for SLD identification and have reviewed reports 
from other districts.  

0 What do all these letters stand for? 



A little bit like following the yellow 
brick road……. 



        Case Study  

Dorothy is a 3rd grade student who has only ever attended Kansas 
Elementary. 

 

Dorothy was referred by the Effective Behavior and Instructional Supports 
(EBIS) Team for an individual problem solving meeting.  The EBIS team, 
along with Dorothy's mother, Auntie Em, met on 3.1.15  and held an Individual 
Problem Solving Meeting.   A team consisting of Dorothy's classroom teacher, 
the principal, title one teacher, school psychologist and Dorothy's mom 
reviewed Dorothy's current academic data, the instructional, curricular and 
behavioral supports Dorothy has been receiving and put together an 
intensified intervention for Dorothy.  At this meeting, the school psychologist 
interviewed Dorothy's mom and together they filled out a developmental 
history to get to know Dorothy's early development a little better.  The team 
agreed to meet in approximately 6 weeks to review Dorothy’s progress after 
an intensified intervention has been put in place.   

 

 

 

 





  



 

 

 
How does this impact me? 

 
 
 

In the Land of Oz School District, all 1st-5th 
grade students receive 90 minutes of 
reading instruction per day, using a core 
reading program.  Oz’s adopted reading 
curriculum is Reading Street, a 
comprehensive research-based program 
which emphasizes phonemic awareness, 
phonics, fluency, vocabulary and 
comprehension. While in the general 
education classroom during core reading 
instruction, Dorothy requires additional 
teacher guided support, frequent checks 
for understanding and a slower pace of 
instruction.   



How does this impact me? 
 
 
 

 

 

Dorothy has been intervened with in the area of 
reading since the beginning of her 2nd grade school 
year.  During her 3rd grade school year, the 
intervention was intensified two different times, 
once she was moved back for additional review and 
the 2nd time she was moved into a smaller group and 
placed with a certified teacher. Student’s 
performance was not at a rate comparable to her 
peers, thus she was supported through various 
methods of intensifying the instruction.  In addition, 
Dorothy started her 2nd and 3rd grade year in Reading 
Mastery Classic lesson.  Her performance supports a 
picture of a skill deficit in reading that is resistant to 
instruction.   
  



How does this impact me? 
 
 
 

 

 

	
In all areas, Student falls in the below average 
range or below the 10th%ile.  Average rate of 
improvement for a typical 3rd grade student in 
passage reading fluency is 1 word per week or 
approximately 36 total word gain in one year’s 
time.  Student’s average rate of improvement 
was .1 words per week or 5 total words.   



Wechsler Individual Achievement 
Test III 



Observation Form 



During the evaluation planning meeting, it was noted that Dorothy works at a slower rate 
than her peers and ignores the work around her.  She has a lower vocabulary than her 
peers and struggles with multi-step directions (this was noted at home).  It was also 
noted that she has great social skills and has many friends; this can at times be a 
distraction to her.  Dorothy has low self confidence in herself; this was noted both at 
home and at school.   

  

Dorothy demonstrates her strengths and weaknesses through a number of curriculum 
based measures, OAKS scores, classroom performance, and the Wechsler Individual 
Achievement Test.  Dorothy’s strengths are in her math curriculum based measures.  
Even though her rate of improvement fell below her peers, her scores fall in the low 
average range.  In addition, she scored in the average range on numerical operations on 
the WIAT.  Dorothy’s strengths also fall in her writing skills as noted through her quarterly 
writing samples as well as her writing curriculum based measures.   

  

Dorothy demonstrates her weaknesses through reading curriculum based measures, the 
WIAT, OAKS, and in program assessments.  Dorothy falls in the low range in her general 
reading ability, vocabulary measures, and reading comprehension.  In addition, her 
reading and math scores fall below the benchmark target as well as her total 
achievement on the WIAT.   
 

Case Study  



  





How does this impact me? 
 
 
 

 

 













How does this impact me? 
 
 
 

 

 

Bloomington Public Schools, 
Bloomington, MN 



Dorothy was observed on 5.16.14 by Shelby DiFonzo, District 
Learning Specialist.  Dorothy was observed from 9:25-9:45  am 
while in Language Group.  She was being instructed by a 
general education teacher with 18-22 other students.  Dorothy 
was sitting in the front of the class next to another student.  The 
teacher was standing in the front of the classroom giving 
directions to the entire class.  Dorothy did not respond to any of 
the coral response opportunities that were provided.  She often 
was playing with her papers, talking with her peers, looking 
around her classroom, looking down, playing with her pencils, 
touching the peers face, and learning back in her chair.  Dorothy 
did engage in the “zig/zag” reading opportunities, but on 2 out of 
the 3 opportunities given to read aloud, the teacher needed to 
point out the spot to start reading from.  In a one minute time 
sample, she was off task 3 times while a peer was off task 0 
times.   

 

Case Study 







How does this impact me? 
 
 
 

 

 

Dorothy has attended Kansas Elementary since 
kindergarten. Dorothy has had access to a total 
of 654 days of school and has attended 613 
days of school. Based on the formula of total 
days of school attended divided by 171, 
Dorothy’s actual attendance is 3 years 6 
months. Since Student is a 3rd grader, 
Student’s overall attendance should be 3 years 
9 months. Even though she has missed a total 
of 41 days of school, this is not the reason for 
her slow, inconsistent progress.  Student’s 
overall attendance rate is 97%.  

Dorothy 



• Dorothy has passed her most recent hearing and vision screenings.  
Overall, she is very healthy and only goes to the doctor when 
needed.  She met  most of her developmental milestones on time 
other than talking, Auntie Em noted on the developmental history 
that she talked late, and her first word was “Elmo”. 

• Dorothy attended Head Start prior to coming to public school in 
kindergarten.  The time frame is unknown at this time for how long 
and/or how often.  In addition, the educational history of her parents 
is unknown at this time.  It should be noted that Dorothy lives with 
her Aunt, Uncle and little dog Toto.   

• Dorothy’s Aunt noted that both Spanish and English are spoken in 
the home, but Dorothy is not an English Language Learner, nor has 
she ever been one.  In addition, she was born in the United States 
and has always lived in the United States.  

 

 

Case Study 





 
Caution!  
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Includes:  

• Response to Instruction and Interventions 

• Review of student work samples, grades, 
office referrals, etc. 

• Interviews of teachers, parents, counselors, 
the student and others 

• Observation of the student in relevant 
settings 

• Testing: screeners, progress monitoring, 
classroom, district-wide and state tests, etc 

 

Comprehensive Evaluation 

http://www.rtinetwork.org 
 













• The following questions can be used in 
determining comparison data: 

– Do student’s progress monitoring data reflect a 
comparison to a true peer? 

– Is there evidence that a student’s achievement 
differ significantly to that of a true peer? 

– Is the rate of progress different? 

– Has the student failed to develop native language 
and English skills at a rate comparable to their 
peers who have had the same level of instruction 
and intervention?  

Cohort Data 



Bringing it all together….. 



 

 

 

 

 

Resources 







Use the scale below to rate your knowledge 

of using RTI for SLD identification: 

 

 

Rate yourselves! 

4 I have a good understanding of how to use RTI for SLD identification and should 
be conducting this session. 

3 I have a good understanding of how to use RTI for SLD identification and have 
used it in the past.  

2 I have used a hybrid model of RTI and PSW for SLD identification.  I have more 
questions about SLD identification using RTI solely.   

1 I have heard of using RTI for SLD identification and have reviewed reports from 
other districts.  

0 What do all these letters stand for? 



 

Sally  
& 

Shelby 

Thank You! 


