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Phonological Awareness 
• Phonological Awareness refers to the different stages related to sound that students go 

through in their early reading development. 
• Phonemic Awareness (stage 5) is the highest goal of phonological awareness instruction. 

Instructional time should be focused on Phonemic Awareness.  
• The ability to blend and segment phonemes is the most predictive of later reading ability. 

 
CCSS  Sequence of Phonological Awareness Skills 

1. Concept of Word – comparison and segmentation 
     Word Comparison 

~Tell me which is longer: hot or hotdog? 
RF.K.1c       Sentence Segmentation 

~Show me on your fingers how many words are in this sentence: I like to 
read. Say each word as you count. 

2. Rhyme – recognition and production 
RF.K.2a       Rhyme Recognition 

~Thumbs up if these two words rhyme: man and can. 
RF.K.2a       Rhyme Production 

~Turn to someone next to you and tell him/her a word that rhymes with car. 
3. Syllable – blending, segmentation, deletion 

RF.K.2a       Syllable Blending 
~What’s this word: mo-ment? 

RF.K.2b       Syllable Segmentation 
~Take apart the syllables you hear in pancake. (pan-cake) 

     Syllable Deletion 
~Say baseball without the base. (ball) 

4. Onset/Rime – blending, segmentation 
RF.K.2a       Onset/Rime Blending Template 4 

~What’s this word: /m/…/eat/? (meat) 
RF.K.2b        Onset/Rime Segmentation 

~Take apart the first sound and the rest of the word for sun. (/s/…/un/)  
5. Phoneme – matching/isolation, blending, segmentation, deletion & manipulation 

       Phoneme Matching 
~Which two words start with the same sound: race, run, bun? 

RF.1.2b        Phoneme Blending Template 5 
~What word is this: /t/…/o/…/p/? (top) 

RF.1.2d        Phoneme Segmentation Template 6 
~Take apart all the sounds in snow. (/s/ /n/ /o/) 

RF.K.2e       Phoneme Deletion 
~Say cat without the /k/. (at) 
~Say slam without the /l/ (sam) 

RF.K.2e       Phoneme Manipulation 
~Change the /i/ in like to /a/. (lake) 
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