Academic Literacy: Data Collection, Observation, Feedback & Reflection Tool

Teacher __________________  Subject ____________  Period/Grade ______   Time ___________ Observer ___________________  Date: ____________




Instructional  Strategies




                       Other Observations/Questions/Wonderings
Purpose/Focus: 







           
                  
     __  Lesson purpose/learning target – What are we learning & why? Success Criteria?
Engagement:   (EVERONE DOES EVERYTHING)
   __  Choral responses:  _____verbal      ______Physical/Gestures etc

Structured Use of Precision Partners//Structured Group Work (ALL accountable)
      __  seating is conducive to partnering (no singletons, everyone has a partner(s)

      __  designated roles (1s & 2s, As & Bs) – both partners responding, Group Roles? 

      __  listener has clear job/role (e.g. paraphrase, agree/disagree + justify, etc.)
      __  students supporting ideas w/evidence, explaining their thinking/reasoning    

Structured Written Responses (brief explanatory writing, power sentences, etc.)
      __ Note taking is guided (e.g. Cornell notes, cloze notes/white boards/etc.)
    __ Completing a graphic organizer/thinking map – matching key BIG Idea(s)

Checks for Understanding – Formative Assessment -  “Feedback that Feeds Forward”

     __  circulating as students working/monitoring ensuring ALL are engaged

    __   providing “actionable feedback”  (Questions/Cues/Prompts) – “as little as possible,

        as much as necessary” to “feed-forward” – supporting improved responding

Vocabulary & Academic Language Taught/Used in Meaningful Contexts

      __  explicit teaching of important new terms (“Prioritize - Connect - Use”)

      __  structured use of newly taught academic vocabulary oral/written contexts

            (scaffolded language w/frames, word banks, etc. – e.g. “talking like a young scientist”)
      __  morphology focus (e.g. word families, affixes, Latin roots, verb tenses, plurals)
      __  S prompted to use make personalized connections/meaningful links - 

            record in Vocabulary Notebook/Log (“Personal Thesaurus” – not simply copying) 

Critical Thinking/Comprehension Strategies : Visible Thinking
      __  thinking is structured (e.g. time to think, clear cognitive focus, modeling, etc.) 
      __  closed questions to check understanding, open Qs to encourage discussions

      __  students taught to ask their own Qs - the type of thinking required
      __ appropriate range of question types (identify/recall, analyze, synthesize, evaluate etc.)
      __ S prompted to regularly explain thinking, explain answers, justify w/evidence/logic... 

      __ S build on peer's ideas, encouraged to dig deeper, infer beyond surface levels...

      __ specific comprehension strategies (i.e. clear steps) explicitly taught (I/We/Y'all/You)


      __ T clearly models thinking – thinking aloud, guiding the “how to” of strategy usage
      __ comprehension strategies are combined (e.g. reciprocal teaching) into routines 

      __ structured writing to deepen thinking (summarize, compare, evaluate, defend, etc.)
      __ S learning the specialized thinking valued in the discipline ( e.g. sourcing in History)
	Reflection Leading to Action:  Adapted from Marzano Research Laboratory (2012)
What were the strengths of this lesson? Examples/evidence?
What would you change/polish or do differently - why? 

Where in this lesson were most of your students engaged?  What caused this?
Did students engage in the level of thinking & academic language usage you were intending?  Evidence?                                                        

How do you know that your students attained the lesson objective/Learning Target? Did they realize this as well?                  

How did the students’ performance meet/not meet your lesson expectations? 

Which part of the lesson do you think was most effective?   Why?              

Which part(s) of the lesson didn't work as well as intended? Implications/questions/possible questions?
Which strategy(ies) worked well with your students? Why? Implications going forward?                                         

Based on this lesson, what are your next instructional steps to continue to tweak/refine/improve your teaching? 




Teacher Reflection/Application/Improvement Goals: 
Based on my self-reflection, I plan to focus on… _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


                                                                     Dr. Kevin Feldman  drkfeldman@gmail.com   (2018)

