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Coordinated Literacy 
Through Comprehension

• More than 8 million students in grades 4 – 12 are 
struggling readers.

• 40% of high school students cannot read well 
enough to benefit from their textbooks.

• 69% of 8th grade students fall below the proficient 
level in their ability to comprehend the meaning of 
text at their grade level.

• 23% of High School Graduates are not eligible for 
the military because they cannot pass the entrance 
exam

• The text in Technical Schools have a higher Lexile 
reading score than text in a 4 year college.

Shocking National Statistics

• You may have learned to adjust the 
assignment and content rather than help 
students learn to read.

You Have Found “Work Arounds”

• Some content-area teachers expressed 
resistance to teaching reading. 

This is Not What You Have Been 
Trained to Do



In many school systems, 
the last time a student is 

taught how to read is  
5th grade!!!

If we do not teach our students to 
read our content texts, how can 
they extend their understanding?

For information to become 
knowledge, we must think about 

it.  

Memory is the residue of thought
~Daniel Willingham

Information vs. Knowledge

Science Social Sciences Math
• Text is dense
• Many important 

content words
• Use of symbols
• Facts are replicable
• Text is recursive
• Text structure matters
• Abstract language

• Historical documents 
can have complex 
syntax

• Written with bias
• Facts are dependent

on POV
• Credibility is an issue
• Read with caution
• Summarizing is key to 

identify major 
learning

• Text is dense
• Many important 

content words
• Use of symbols
• Extraneous text
• Rereading is essential

Disciplinary Reading



• Companion text to your novel or text book
– Textbook
– Inset
– Newspaper article
–Website
– Historical document
– Play
– Poem

Diverse Text

Before Reading 
Strategies

During Reading 
Strategies

Post Reading
Strategies

• Previewing the 
text

• Pre-teach 
important 
vocabulary 

• Activate prior 
knowledge

• Provide purpose 
for reading

• Annotating text
• Asking and 

Answering 
questions

• Understanding 
Text Structure

• Using graphic 
organizers

• Organizing notes
• Writing 

summaries
• Exit slips

Comprehension Strategies

http://www.adlit.org/strategy_library/

Good Readers Struggling Readers

Before 
they
Read

• Think about what 
they already know

• Search their prior 
knowledge

• Identify a purpose 
for reading the text

• Make predictions
• Have a sense of 

how major ideas 
may fit together

• Read without
thinking about what 
they know

• Don’t know why 
they are reading text

• Make no predictions
• Don’t have an idea 

how the major ideas 
might fit together

Before Reading Strategies

• Previewing the text
• Pre-teach important vocabulary 
• Activate prior knowledge
• Provide purpose for reading

http://www.adlit.org/strategy_library/



• Textbook preview

– Remind structures of text 
• Table of Contents, Index, Glossary, Preface, Abstract, 

Pronunciation Guide, Appendix, References

• Titles, subheadings, bullets

• Italicized, bolded, or colored fonts

• Sidebars, textboxes, figures, footnotes

• Photos, illustrations, diagrams, magnifications, cross-sections, 
overlays

• Charts, tables, graphs, maps, timelines

• Captions, keys, labels

Preview Text

• Select words

• Use Explicit Vocabulary Routine

– Say

– Student friendly explanation

– Connect

– Check understanding

Vocabulary

• Explain how this text connect to:
– Previous learning
– The big picture
– How they will use the information

Activate Prior Knowledge

• There is a difference between liking a text 
and gleaning value from a text

– Kelly Gallagher

• Tell them why you are asking them to read 
this text.  The answer should not be, “To 
answer the questions at the end.”

Setting the Purpose



Good Readers Struggling Readers

During 
Reading

• Pay Attention to meaning
• Are able to identify key 

information
• Monitor comprehension while 

reading
• Stop and use “fix-up” strategies
• Visualize while reading make 

inferences
• Make connections, both inside 

and outside the text
• Have a high tolerance for 

ambiguity
• Ask questions of the text
• Are active and engaged

• Over attend to individual words
• Are often unable to make 

meaning
• Do not monitor comprehension 

while reading
• Are unaware of “fix-up” 

strategies
• Cannot make inferences
• Are unable to make 

connections, both inside and 
outside of the text

• Have a low tolerance for 
ambiguity

• Do not ask questions of the text
• Are passive and unengaged

During Reading Strategies

• Annotating text
• Asking and Answering questions
• Understanding Text Structure

http://www.adlit.org/strategy_library/

• Underline Key ideas

• Double Underline the most important idea

• Circle essential vocabulary terms (2 max)

• Triangle around words you are unsure of….

• Ask a question – make a comment, 
connection, application

Annotating Text

• Asking

– Students generate 
questions from 
reading for other 
students or for the 
teacher

• Answering 

– Text Dependent 
Questions

Questions



• More time inside the text less outside

• Going outside the text privileges those who 
have that experience

• It is easier to talk about our experiences 
than to analyze the text

• These are college and career standards

WHY TEXT-DEPENDENT QUESTIONS? or, WHY 
NOT GO OUTSIDE THE TEXT?

• Questions that can only be answered with 
evidence from the text

• Can be literal but can also involve analysis, 
synthesis, evaluation

• Focus on word, sentence and paragraph as 
well as larger ideas, themes or events

• Focus on difficult portions of text in order to 
enhance reading proficiency

• Include prompts for writing and discussion.

WHAT TEXT-DEPENDENT 
QUESTIONS ARE:

Good Readers Struggling Readers

After 
Reading

• Can summarize
• Understand how ideas 

fit together
• Can answer implicit, 

explicit, and 
application questions

• Can revisit text and 
make deeper meaning

• Are often unable to 
determine main idea(s)

• Focus on unimportant 
or peripheral details

• Are unable to answer 
comprehension 
questions at various 
levels

• Are unable to revisit 
text to make deeper 
meaning

Post Reading Strategies

• Using graphic organizers
• Organizing notes
• Writing summaries
• Exit slips

http://www.adlit.org/strategy_library/



• Develop students thinking and learning 
skills (Pruitt, 1993)

• Large effect (.57) when used after reading

Graphic Organizers

Point Slope

Standard form
Line of 

fit
Parallel and

perpendicular lines

Slope
Intercept

Linear Equations
Scatter 

plot

correlation Neg Reciprocals = 
perpendicular

Same slope = 
parallel

Ax + By = C

y - 3 =1/2(x-2)

y = mx + b

• Synthesizing 
annotation and 
answered questions 
through writing

• Cornell notes

Organizing Notes

• Synthesizing text and thinking

• Effect size of 0.82  
Graham and Perin, Writing Next

Summary Writing



• Aka Getting the Gist

– Name the who or what

– Tell the most important information about the 
who or what

– Say it in 10 to 15 words

• From Vaugh, et. al. Collaborative Strategic Reading 

Paragraph Shrinking

1.Name the who or what the paragraph is 
about in a brief phrase

Ancient Egyptian Religion

2. Identify two or three important details 
about the topic

They believed in an afterlife
People believed in several groups of gods
The main gods were Amon-Re, Osiris, Isis and 

Horus

3.“Shrink” the paragraph by stating the main 
idea

The Ancient Egyptian religion believed in several groups of gods 
including Amon-Re, Osiris, Isis and Horus that provided the afterlife.



3.“Shrink” the paragraph by stating the main 
idea

The Ancient Egyptian religion believed in several groups of gods 
including Amon-Re, Osiris, Isis and Horus that provided the afterlife.

The Ancient Egyptians believed in groups of gods that provided the 

afterlife.
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• Collect student responses and make plans 
for future instruction (formative assessment)

• How
– Provide a prompt (sentence stem, math 

problem, ect)
– Students write in complete sentences or display 

complete work

Exit Slips

• As an exit ticket, write what you believe is 
the author’s purpose in writing this article.  
Include the details from the graphic 
organizer.  Your exit slip should contain at 
least 3 sentences, with capitals and correct 
punctuation.  

Exit Slip


