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OREGON RESPONSE TO INSTRUCTION AND INTERVENTION (ORTIi) 
2016 Annual Spring Conference:  

Systematizing Support from the Student to the State:   
Connecting ALL the Dots 

 
Wednesday, April 27th  

 

6:00- 8:00 PM Early Bird Check-in and packet pickup - Lobby 
 

Thursday, April 28st 
 

Time Session 
7:00-8:00 Day 1 Check-in 

8:00-8:15 Welcome and Opening Remarks  - Playwrights Hall 

8:15-9:00 Keynote:  Kent McIntosh – Playwrights Hall 

9:00-9:15 Transition  

9:15 – 10:45 Concurrent Session #1 

10:45-11:00  Transition  

11:00-12:15 Concurrent Session #2 

12:15-1:15 Lunch 

1:15-2:30 Concurrent Session #3  

2:30-2:45 Transition  

2:45-4:00 Concurrent Session #4  
 

Friday, April 29th 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join the conversation on Twitter:  #ortiiconnect16 

Time Session 

7:45 - 8:15 Day 2 Check-in  

8:15 - 8:45 
Connecting ALL the Dots:  Celebrating our Collective 
Success! - Playwrights Hall 

8:45 - 9:00 ORTIi Implementer of the Year Awards – Playwrights Hall 

9:00 - 9:15 Transition  

9:15 - 10:45 Concurrent Session #5 

10:45 - 11:00 Transition 

11:00 - 12:15 Concurrent Session #6 

12:15 - 1:15 Lunch  

1:15 - 2:30 Concurrent Session #7 
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Dear Participants, 
 
Welcome to Oregon Response to Instruction and Intervention’s Annual Spring Conference! As 
the demand has increased for professional learning that supports effective, evidenced based 
practices in Response to Interventions frameworks, so has the scope and reach of our annual 
conference. This year you will find over a hundred sessions on a wide range of topics, 
including effective instruction in literacy and math, culturally responsive instructional 
practices designed to close the achievement gap, secondary RTI, and many more. We have 
also expanded our audience and now are able to accommodate educators from beyond the 
ORTIi project. Joining us this year are friends and colleagues from across the US and from as 
far away as Saudi Arabia. Welcome one and all! 
 
With each passing year it becomes increasingly evident that the needs of students of color, 
English Learners, students from poverty, and students with special needs are simply not being 
met. We will start the conference with a Keynote Address from Kent McIntosh on the effects of 
implicit bias in education. Breakout sessions will address school culture, instructional 
practices that are culturally responsive, and a wide range of other effective practices that help 
meet the needs of all students. I encourage each one of you listen deeply and reflect honestly 
on your own perceptions and practices, so that collectively we can enhance the opportunities 
and improve the outcomes for these underserved groups.  
 
Thank you for being part of this conference, and, more importantly, for being part of a much 
larger and greater effort to “connect ALL the dots” and provide a systematic framework of 
instruction and behavior support that will better support the needs of all students.  
 
Together we are better! 

Sincerely, 

David Putnam and the ORTIi Team 

The ORTIi Team:  
Bates, Lisa lbates@ttsd.k12.or.us  Implementation Coach, Tigard-Tualatin 
DiFonzo, Shelby sdifonzo@ontario.k12.or.us  Implementation Coach, Ontario 
Helton, Sally shelton@ttsd.k12.or.us Implementation Coach, Tigard-Tualatin 
Hill, Amanda ahill@roseburg.k12.or.us,  Administrative Assistant, Roseburg 
Kaye, Nicole nkaye@roseburg.k12.or.us  Implementation Coach, Roseburg 
Maier, Jamie jmaier@ttsd.k12.or.us Administrative Assistant, Tigard-Tualatin 
Pizzuto, Jenice jpizzuto@ttsd.k12.or.us  Implementation Coach, Tigard-Tualatin 
Potter, Jon jpotter@ttsd.k12.or.us Implementation Coach, Tigard-Tualatin 
Putnam, David dputnam@ttsd.k12.or.us Director, Tigard-Tualatin 
Rasmussen, Tammy trasmussen@roseburg.k12.or.us Implementation Coach, Roseburg 
Richards, Dean dean.richards@bend.k12.or.us Implementation Coach, Bend 
Rivas, Christie crivas@ttsd.k12.or.us, Administrative Assistant, Tigard-Tualatin 

 
Visit us at: www.oregonrti.org  
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS: 
“Understanding and Addressing Implicit Bias in Education” 

Kent McIntosh, Ph.D. 
 

Kent McIntosh, Ph.D. is Associate Professor in Special Education at 
University of Oregon and Associate Director of Educational and 
Community Supports. His research focuses on sustainability and 
cultural responsiveness of school-based interventions. He has 
authored over 40 peer-reviewed scientific journal articles. He is a 
Co-Investigator for the OSEP Technical Assistance Center on 
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports. He has received 
numerous awards for his scholarly work, including the 
Distinguished Early Career Research Award (CEC), and the 
Lightner Witmer Award Honorable Mention (APA, Division 16). In 
addition to his active research, he serves as a national trainer, 
consultant, and evaluator of PBIS through the OSEP Center on 
PBIS. He has also worked as a school psychologist, teacher trainer, 
and teacher in both general and special education. 

 
        
       Join the conversation on Twitter:  #ortiiconnect16 
 

 
All sessions on Thursday and Friday are on a first come, first served basis.  
Once a session is full, we ask that you find another session. 
 
 
 
Facilitated Team Time:  Studio A on the mezzanine level will be available 
for school and district teams to meet and receive support from one of the 
ORTIi Implementation coaches during each of the concurrent sessions. 
 

The conference evaluation will be emailed to all participants.  Please help us 
continue improving this conference by providing your thoughtful feedback. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Conference session handouts will be available on our website: www.oregonrti.org. 
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Oregon RTIi has identified 9 components that are essential for the full and sustainable 
implementation of a comprehensive RTI system. These components are depicted in the table 
above.  
1. Culture: A Purposeful School Community that is based on a growth mindset and a 

continuous cycle of improvement, a belief that all students can learn, is focused on 
expectations of high achievement for ALL students, and that delivers culturally responsive 
and evidence-based instruction that is systematic and reliable. 

2. Leadership: Technical and adaptive leadership at all levels that provides the vision, 
guidance, resources, professional learning support, and instructional leadership necessary 
for all staff stay to on course and effectively carry out their responsibilities. 

3. Teaming and Data-based Decision Making: These teaming and decision making structures 
form a continuous backbone that gives the system consistency, integrity, and provides the 
focus for instructional practices that maximize the learning of ALL students. 

4. Professional Learning and Development: Continuous professional learning that is 
embedded into the day-to-day activities and the cultural ethos of a school and district is 
essential in order for staff to develop and enhance the skills needed for any to school 
improvement effort, and to effectively meet the needs of our increasingly diverse students. 

5. A Research-Based Core Program: An effective core program is the essential foundation of 
an RTI system. “Core Program” includes both well-designed curriculum materials and 
effective instructional practices that are articulated horizontally and vertically within and 
across grades. 

6. Universal Screening: Screening of all students conducted three times a year and used to 
Identify students in need of additional supports, and assess the health of the core and plan 
for instructional improvement 

7. Research-based Interventions: Interventions that can be used to address the instructional 
need of struggling learners for whom the core program, implemented well, is not sufficient. 

8. Progress Monitoring: Frequent assessment of the effectiveness of interventions that supports 
data-based decision making on whether to modify interventions. 

9. SLD Eligibility: A comprehensive RTI system provides the basis for standardized, valid, 
reliable, and equitable SLD eligibility decision-making that is based on a functional analysis 
of a student’s actual learning in response to instructional practices with known effects.  
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Quick Guide to Concurrent Sessions 
Thursday, April 28th 

 

8:00 - 8:15 Welcome and Opening Remarks Playwrights Hall 
8:15 – 9:00 Keynote Address:  Playwrights Hall  
 Understanding and Addressing Implicit Bias in Education 
 Kent McIntosh, University of Oregon 
 
Session 1: 9:15 – 10:45 
Resources for Enhancing Equity in School Discipline 
Kent McIntosh, University of Oregon 

Hellman 

Math, Mindsets, Mistakes, and Misconceptions 
Steve Wyborney, Ontario School District 

Williams 

Increasing Student Engagement Through Opportunities to Respond 
Dean Richards, ORTIi 

O’Neill 

Gleeful Learning: The intersection of technology & Hattie’s work on student achievement 
Jennifer Scypinski & Sonia Lulay, Tigard Tualatin School District 

Vistas 1 

Planning for Small Group Instruction during Core Reading 
Teresa Lewellen, Springfield School District & Lisa Bates, ORTIi 

Sousa 

Mathematics and the SBAC Claims: How Does This Impact Your Instruction? 
Cary Cermak-Rudolf, Roseburg Public Schools 

Bloch 

Enhancing Core Reading Instruction (ECRI) for At-Risk Readers (K-2) 
Laurie Dilbeck, Tigard Tualatin School District & Carol Dissen, CTL, U of O 

Vistas II 

Using RTI for determining Initial Specific Learning Disability Eligibility 
Nicole Kaye and Sally Helton, ORTIi 

Joplin/ 
Seeger 

Linking Coaching Support across Academics and Behavior at the District Level, Pt. 1 
Brooke O’Neill, Florence Protopapas, Lindsay DeFazio, Carrie Tercek & Elise Hall – DDSD 
and Jenice Pizzuto, ORTIi 

Studio BC 

Making Connections: Where do Professional Learning Standards Fit? 
Tanya Frisendahl, ODE 

Ferber 

Erasing the Misery of Reading and Spelling Multisyllabic Words 
Shawna Forni, Really Great Reading Company 

Wilder 

Problem Solving Systems to Support Social Behavior Outcomes 
Billie Jo Rodriguez, Springfield Public Schools and Angie Whalen, U of O 

Hansberry 

Aligned Standards:  A Clear Pathway to Connecting Early Learning and Kindergarten 
Brett Walker, ODE 

Directors 

IPAS (Intervention Planning & Assessment System) Work Session 
Brian Bain, Tigard Tualatin School District & Jon Potter, ORTIi 

Board 

Facilitated Team Time 
Tammy Rasmussen, ORTIi Studio A 

	  
Session 2: 11:00 – 12:15	  
What We Know About the Link between Literacy and Problem Behavior 
Kent McIntosh, University of Oregon	   Hellman	  

Teaching with Poverty in Mind 
Tammy Rasmussen, ORTIi	   Williams	  

Response to Instruction as Growth Mindset 
Dean Richards, ORTIi	   O’Neill	  

Explicit Instruction:  Active Engagement Strategies K-5 
Katie Barrett, Parkrose School District	   Vistas 1	  

Catch Up Growth: Intensifying Small Group Instruction (The Explicit Phonics Lesson K-2) 
Teresa Lewellen, Springfield Public Schools & Lisa Bates, ORTIi	   Sousa	  



	  6	  

Session 2: 11:00 – 12:15	  (Continued)	  
An Overview of DIBELS Math 
Courtney Wheeler, Dynamic Measurement Group	   Bloch	  

Getting Started with the Right School Climate: Introduction to Tier I SWPBIS 
Teri Lewis & Mari Meador, NorthWest PBIS Network	   Vistas II	  

Using RTI to Determine Eligibility as a Student with a Specific Learning Disability: You 
asked for it, now come and get it! 
David Putnam, ORTIi	  

Joplin/ 
Seeger	  

Linking Coaching Support across Academics and Behavior at the District Level, Pt. 2 
Brooke O’Neill, Florence Protopapas, Lindsay DeFazio, Carrie Tercek & Elise Hall – DDSD 
and Jenice Pizzuto, ORTIi	  

Studio BC	  

Leadership: An essential component for implementation success 
Andrea Shunk, OEA & Stephanie Myhre, David Douglas School District	   Ferber	  

Delivering on Equity and Cultural Responsiveness by Being Intentional and Courageous 
Markisha Smith and Rudyane Rivera-Lindstrom, OEA	   Wilder	  

Navigating Journeys:  Enhancing Explicit Instruction & Utilizing Key Components to Help 
Your Students Master the Big 5!  
Jessica Swindle & Sue Scott, Tigard Tualatin School District	  

Hansberry	  

PreK-3 Professional Learning Teams in the Blue Mountain Early Learning Hub 
Lisa Hachquet, Intermountain ESD, Jennifer Walker, UMCHS, Audrey Cant, ISD, Samantha 
Crist, EOUHS, Michelle Dunkel, HSD, Lacey Sharp, SSD, Ami Muilenburg, MFSD	  

Directors	  

Facilitated Team Time 
Sally Helton, ORTIi	   Studio A	  

	  
Session 3: 1:15 – 2:30 
Building and Maintaining a Healthy School Culture 
Jon Potter ORTIi	   Hellman	  

Understanding the Requirements of Oregon’s New Dyslexia Legislation 
Carrie Thomas Beck, ODE	   Williams	  

An Introduction to RTI and the ORTIi Project 
David Putnam, ORTIi	   O’Neill	  

Small Group Reading Instruction 
Julie Walker, Jenn Montoya, and Lindsley Gehrig, Bend-La Pine School District	   Vistas I	  

100% Meetings: Bringing the Process of Evaluating Core Screening Data to Life! 
Summer Catino, Gaston School District & Jenice Pizzuto, ORTIi	   Sousa	  

Math Coaching:  It's a Different Ballgame 
Molly Smith, Baker School District	   Bloch	  

How to Effectively and Efficiently Support At-Risk Students 
Teri Lewis & Mari Meador, NorthWest PBIS Network	   Vistas II	  

School Psychologists in Multi-Tiered Systems of Support 
Angie Whalen, U of O & Elena Diamond, Lewis & Clark College	   Joplin/Seeger	  

Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate Intervention within a Multi-Tiered Support 
System, Part 1 
Amanda Sanford & Julie Esparza Brown, Portland State University	  

Studio BC	  

Implementation: Managing Change and Resistance 
Andrea Shunk, OEA & Stephanie Myhre, David Douglas School District	   Ferber	  

Solutions and Support for Your English Learners: HB 3499 and Oregon's EL Strategic Plan 
Rudyane Rivera-Lindstrom & Taffy Carlisle, ODE	   Wilder	  

GAP Attack! Hawthorne’s KEYS for Attacking the Achievement GAP 
Terry Augustadt & Delise Rose, Hawthorne Elementary, SHSD	   Hansberry	  

Developing and Sustaining a Highly Effective School District Preschool Program 
Angie Douma & Paul Erlebach, Neah-Kah-Nie	   Directors	  
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Session 3: 1:15 – 2:30 (Continued) 
“We Can Do It!” How to Effectively & Efficiently Evaluate Teachers in an RTI System 
Melissa Williams, Ontario School District 

Board 

Facilitated Team Time 
Shelby Difonzo, ORTIi 

Studio A 

	  
Session 4: 2:45 – 4:00 
Using Screening Data to Guide Mathematics Core Instruction:  100% Meetings in Math 
Josh Marks, Bend-La Pine School District & Dean Richards, ORTIi	   Hellman	  

Engaging in a Conversation Around Poverty 
Tammy Rasmussen, ORTIi	   Williams	  

Principal Leadership:  Can We Really Support Implementation of RTI Systems? 
Wendy Wilson, Gladstone School District 

O’Neill	  

“I Have an iPad, Now What?” 
Troy Thorne, Eagle Point School District	   Vistas I	  

20% Intervention Review Meeting Process and Practices: Lessons Learned Through 
Implementation 
Brad Thorud, Sarah Thorud, Amber Crawford, Kara Burghardt, & Sheryl Heacock, Clatskanie 
Elementary School	  

Sousa	  

Early Warning Systems:  Data Based Decision Making for Secondary Schools 
Shelby DiFonzo, ORTIi 

Bloch 

So You Have to Complete an FBA and Develop a BIP 
Teri Lewis & Mari Meador, NorthWest PBIS Network	   Vistas II	  

Building Infrastructure for Specific Learning Disability (SLD) Decision Making 
Joyce Woods, Tigard Tualatin School District & Sally Helton, ORTIi	  

Joplin/ 
Seeger	  

Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate Intervention within a Multi-Tiered Support 
System, Part 2 
Amanda Sanford & Julie Esparza Brown, Portland State University 

Studio BC 

Oregon Mentoring Program:  Best Practices to Support Your Beginning Teachers and 
Administrators 
Tanya Frisendahl, ODE 

Ferber 

The Long and Winding Road: Implementation of RTI: How to Build a District-Wide System 
Melissa Carter, Forest Grove School District 

Wilder 

Roadmap to Success:  Moving Toward Improved Outcomes for our Native 
American/Alaska Native Students 
April Campbell, ODE 

Hansberry 

Where to start with Early Childhood RTI: One district’s look at how to incorporate EC RTI 
into everyday practice 
Kristi Byfield, Ericka Guynes, Lindsay DeFazio, DDSD  

Directors 

Facilitated Team Time 
Nicole Kaye, ORTIi 

Studio A 
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Friday, April 29th 

 

8:15-8:45 Connecting ALL the Dots: Celebrating our Collective Success! Playwrights Hall 
8:45-9:00 Implementer or the Year Awards  Playwrights Hall  
	  
Session 5: 9:15 – 10:45 
Using DIBELS Next Pathways of Progress to Set Meaningful, Ambitious, and Attainable 
Goals and to Evaluate Progress 
Roland Good, Dynamic Measurement 

Hellman 

Setting Standards of Practice in Core 
Dean Richards, ORTIi 

Williams 

Professional Learning Goes Viral! What's the Scoop? 
Steve Wyborney, Ontario School District 

O’Neill 

Cue Up the Magic to Crack the Code: Systematic Cuing and Correction Routines 
Kennia Munroe & Denise Sherman, Eagle Point School District 

Vistas I 

Going Deeper with Individual Problem Solving: Evaluating ICE 
Jon Potter, ORTIi 

Sousa 

Leveraging Math Modeling and Applications to Promote Quantitative Literacy 
Mark Freed, ODE 

Bloch 

Diagnosing Decoding Issues in Students of All Ages 
Shawna Forni, Really Great Reading Company 

Vistas II 

Special Considerations for English Learners in the SLD Eligibility Process 
Joyce Woods, Tigard Tualatin School District and Nicole Kaye & Sally Helton, ORTIi 

Joplin/ 
Seeger 

Use Data for Good!  Use District and School Level Screening Data to Empower Decision 
Making 
Lisa Bates & Jenice Pizzuto, ORTIi 

Studio BC 

Reducing Discipline Disparities: What Skills Could Help Teachers and Students Succeed 
Vicki Nishioka and Jacob Williams, Education Northwest 

Ferber 

The Puzzle of the Elementary Master Schedule 
Shelby DiFonzo, ORTIi 

Wilder 

Beyond the Bells and Whistles: Engaging Students in the Classroom 
Broadway Middle School Staff, Seaside School District 

Hansberry 

Doing Things Different and Doing Different Things: How SWIFT Efforts in Oregon Focus on 
RtI Practices to the Benefit of All Students 
Dawn Miller, University of Kansas and Laura Miltenberger, SWIFT 

Directors 

Facilitated Team Time 
Tammy Rasmussen, ORTIi 

Studio A 

	  
Session 6: 11:00 – 12:15 
What the Research Says About Supporting Long-Term English Learners in Middle Schools 
Erin Chaparro, Educational & Community Supports, University of Oregon 

Hellman 

Every Child Can Succeed-Direct Instruction and RTI 
Rochelle Davisson, National Institute for Direct Instruction 

Williams 

Improving Student Attendance:  A Systems Approach 
Scott Perry, Multnomah Education Service District 

O’Neill 

Wonderful Wonders in Action 
Julie Walker, Jenn Montoya, and Lindsley Gehrig, Bend-La Pine School District 

Vistas I 

Going Deeper with Individual Problem Solving: Evaluating the Learner 
Angie Whalen, University of Oregon and Lisa Bates ORTIi 

Sousa 

Features of Effective Tier 2 Math Interventions to Improve Student Learning 
Kathy Jungjohann, Center on Teaching and Learning, U of O 

Bloch 
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Session 6: 11:00 – 12:15 (Continued)	  
Empowering Effective Instruction Across Bilingual Models:  A Collective Data-Based 
Decision Making Process 
Liliana Jimenez & Amy Harlow, Forest Grove School District and Nicole Kaye, ORTIi 

Vistas II 

Learning Disability Identification: Chasing Rainbows While Looking for Perfection 
Jacob Williams, Education Northwest 

Joplin/ 
Seeger 

Simplifying Support for Staff and Students: The Sheridan Story 
Steve Sugg, Sheridan School District, Shawna Moran, ODE, and Jon Potter, ORTIi 

Studio BC 

EasyCBM: The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly 
Shelby DiFonzo, ORTIi 

Ferber 

Multi-Tier Systems of Support: Decoding the PBIS, EBIS, and RTI Alphabet Soup 
David Putnam, ORTIi, Teri Lewis, NorthWest PBIS Network, Patrick Kelly, ODE 

Wilder 

Middle School 100% Meetings, From Theory to Action  
Fowler Middle School Staff and Katie Beckett, Tigard Tualatin School District 

Hansberry 

Hiring with RTI in Mind 
Allen Barber & Tiffanie Lambert, Eagle Point School District 

Board 

Facilitated Team Time 
Sally Helton, ORTIi 

Studio A 

 
Session 7: 1:15 – 2:30 
Evidence-based English Literacy Instruction for English Learners in Elementary Schools 
Erin Chaparro, Educational & Community Supports, U of O 

Hellman 

Essential Presentation Techniques for Direct Instruction Programs 
Rochelle Davisson, National Institute for Direct Instruction 

Williams 

Coordinated Literacy Through Comprehension 
Dean Richards, ORTIi 

O’Neill 

Studio Coaching (Bend-La Pine’s coaching model) 
Julie Walker, Jenn Montoya, and Lindsley Gehrig, Bend-La Pine School District 

Vistas I 

Merging RTI and PBIS to Create MTSS:  Get on Board with this Effective System that is 
Sweeping the Country 
Jenice Pizzuto, ORTIi 

Sousa 

Using Education Technology to Differentiate and Intensify Instruction in a Multitiered 
Framework 
Nancy J. Nelson & Caroline Shanley, Center on Teaching and Learning U of O 

Bloch 

Developing a Healthy Intervention System 
Nicole Kaye, ORTIi 

Vistas II 

The SLD Toolbox:  Taking a student from start to finish! 
Shelby DiFonzo & Sally Helton, ORTIi 

Joplin/ 
Seeger 

Addressing Culture: The Foundation for Successful Implementation of RTI Practices 
Brad Thorud, Sarah Thorud, Amber Crawford, Kara Burghardt, & Sheryl Heacock, Clatskanie 
Elementary School 

Studio BC 

We’ve got to move them, move them! 
Tonya Reimer & Michelle Kunst, Grants Pass School District 

Ferber 

Placement and Implications for Secondary Interventions 
Tammy Rasmussen, ORTIi 

Wilder 

How are we doing? Tools for reviewing strengths & areas of need in your RTI system 
Jon Potter, ORTIi 

Board 

Facilitated Team Time 
Lisa Bates, ORTIi 

Studio A 
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Join the conversation on Twitter:  #ortiiconnect16 
 

Complete Schedule and Session Details 
Day 1: Thursday, April 28, 2016 

 

7:00 – 8:00 DAY 1 CHECK-IN 
 
8:00 – 8:15 WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS 
 Oregon Response to Instruction and Intervention  Playwrights Hall 
 

8:15 – 9:00 KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Understanding and Addressing Implicit Bias in Education  
(Room:  Playwrights Hall) 
Kent McIntosh, Associate Professor, Educational and Community Supports, University of Oregon 

Recent research has indicated that many inequities in education outcomes come from 
implicit bias, the unconscious influences on our decisions. This presentation will describe 
the concept of implicit bias in education and share strategies for reducing its effects on 
academic and behavior decision-making in schools. 

 

9:15 – 10:45 CONCURRENT SESSION 1 

 
(NEW) Resources for Enhancing Equity in School Discipline (Room: Hellman) 
Kent McIntosh, Associate Professor, Educational and Community Supports, University of Oregon 
(Level:  Elementary/Secondary, Content Area:  All, Domain: Culture/Equity) 

Racial/ethnic disproportionality in school discipline is one of the foremost challenges in education 
today. However, there are some promising strategies for reducing disproportionality within school-
wide PBIS. This session will provide details regarding a 5-point intervention approach to achieve 
equity in school discipline, with a focus on practical strategies and using data for decision-making. 
 

(NEW) Math, Mindsets, Mistakes, and Misconceptions (Room: Williams) 
Steve Wyborney, District Math Coach, Ontario School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Math, Domain: Culture/Equity) 

Mistakes and misconceptions provide powerful learning opportunities for students and teachers 
alike, especially when growth mindsets are present.  Learn how to unwrap the power of mistakes 
and misconceptions in the math classroom while promoting growth mindsets. 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
Sessions are categorized according to following: 
Level: Elementary, Secondary, Early Childhood 
Content Area: Reading, Math, Behavior, ELs (English Learners), All 
Domain: Culture/Equity, Leadership, Teaming/DBDM (Data Based Decision Making), 

Professional Learning, Core, Screening, Interventions, Progress Monitoring, SLD 
(Specific Learning Disability Decision Making), State Initiatives 
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Increasing Student Engagement Through Opportunities to Respond (Room: O’Neill) 
Dean Richards, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Bend-La Pine School District 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: Core) 

For many students, active participation in the school environment ends when they walk through 
the classroom doors. Participants in this session will develop and expand strategies to keep 
students actively engaged in instruction by increasing what students say, write and do daily within 
the classroom. By increasing the feedback loop through opportunities to respond, we can decrease 
undesirable behaviors and increase student achievement.  

 
(New) Gleeful Learning: The intersection of technology and Hattie’s work on student achievement  
(Room: Vistas 1) 
Jennifer Scypinski, District Technology TOSA and Sonia Lulay, Instructional Technology Coach, Tigard 
Tualatin School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Core) 

Examine three of John Hattie’s top-ranked influences (student self-reported grades, provide 
formative evaluation, and feedback) on student achievement and explore ways to connect, 
enhance and support these practices using technology. Educators will leave this session with the 
knowledge and tools to directly apply new learning in their building or classroom. Please bring a 
device (laptop or iPad/tablet) 

 
Planning for Small Group Instruction during Core Reading (Room: Sousa) 
Teresa Lewellen, District Literacy Specialist, Springfield Public Schools and Lisa Bates, ORTIi 
Implementation Coach, Tigard Tualatin School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Core) 

Effective core instruction is a primary focus for many districts in their RTI system.  Core instruction 
can be enhanced further with effective small group instruction.  This presentation will primarily 
focus on how to use skill-focused small group instruction to increase the foundational reading 
skills of struggling students.  Participants will learn how to place students into specific skill groups, 
identify appropriate materials and strategies to use for the group, and plan the instructional time 
for the small group.  More in depth training and modeling of a skill-focused small group will be 
provided at the Explicit Phonics Lesson presentation following this presentation. 

 
(New) Mathematics and the SBAC Claims: How Does This Impact Your Instruction? (Room: Bloch) 
Cary Cermak-Rudolf, Elementary Math Coach, Roseburg Public Schools 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Math, Domain: Core) 

The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) assessment and instruction can be aligned 
through the big picture claims of the assessment reporting.  Come lean about how one district is 
considering the impact of these claims on students with disabilities and how they are improving 
instruction for all students.  WE will unpack Claim 3 "Communicating Reasoning" and connect this 
work to the Mathematical Practices and curriculum supports. 

 
Enhancing Core Reading Instruction (ECRI) for At-Risk Readers (K-2) (Room: Vistas II) 
Laurie Dilbeck, District Literacy Coordinator, Tigard Tualatin School District and Carol Dissen, 
Intervention Developer, Center on Teaching and Learning, University of Oregon 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Core) 

The purpose of this session is to describe the Enhancing Core Reading Instruction (ECRI) multi-
tiered system of Tier 1 and Tier 2 support for students at risk for reading difficulty. Systematic 
strategies and teaching routines designed to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of reading 
instruction in kindergarten, first and second grade will be described in this session and will be 
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directly relevant to practitioners implementing multi-tiered systems and response to intervention 
models.  Results of a randomized controlled trial examining the impact on first grade reading 
achievement and examples and experiences of ECRI implementation in TTSD will be shared. By 
the end of the session, participants will (a) understand the components of ECRI, and (b) be able to 
identify strategies for implementing multi-tiered reading instruction. 

 
Using RTI for determining Initial Specific Learning Disability Eligibility (Room: Joplin/Seeger) 
Sally Helton, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Tigard-Tualatin School District & Nicole Kaye, ORTIi 
Implementation Coach, Roseburg School District 
Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: SLD) 

Using an RTI model for determining Specific Learning Disability (SLD) eligibility is a 
comprehensive process. This session will address the questions that need to be answered and 
what data sources can be used to answer them when determining SLD eligibility in Oregon. The 
presenters will also demonstrate how using an RTI model allows you to go beyond simply 
identifying the disability, by providing much more functional and comprehensive information 
around what evidence-based instructional supports are needed to ensure student success.  This is 
a prerequisite for the “Special Considerations for the English Learners in the SLD Eligibility 
Process” session that will be held during concurrent session 5. 
 

(New) Linking Coaching Support Across Academics & Behavior at the District Level (Part 1) (Studio BC) 
David Douglas Staff: Brooke O’Neill, Director of Curriculum, Florence Protopapas, Student Services 
Coordinator and Elise Hall, Title 1/ELA Administrator, Lindsay DeFazio, Student Achievement 
Specialist, Carrie Tercek, Student Behavior Specialist and Jenice Pizzuto, ORTIi Implementation Coach, 
Tigard Tualatin School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: All, Domain: Professional Learning) 

This two-part session will provide examples and lessons learned from a district perspective on 
how to establish and maintain a MTSS coaching framework.  David Douglas has a long history 
with successful RTI and PBIS district implementation.  Join us to hear how we are working on 
installing an effective and sustainable coaching system with supports for PBIS and RTI.  If you 
attend this session, plan on staying for the part 2 conclusion during the following concurrent 
session. 

 
Making Connections: Where Do Professional Learning Standards Fit? (Room: Ferber) 
Tanya Frisendahl, Education Specialist, Office of Teaching and Learning, District and School 
Effectiveness Team, Oregon Department of Education  
 (Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area:  All, Domain: State Initiatives 

In this session participants will investigate how the Learning Forward Standards for Professional 
Learning support district efforts in implementation of CCSS and Educator Evaluation and Support 
Systems.  Resources, learning modules and tools for supporting adult learning to improve student 
outcomes will be shared.  Come to investigate and learn about the Standards for Professional 
Learning and how they may support your implementation efforts. 

 
(New) Erasing the Misery of Reading and Spelling Multisyllabic Words (Room: Wilder) 
Shawna Forni, Really Great Reading Company 
Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Interventions) 

When students don’t have strategies for reading big words, they often guess, skip or misread 
words. They struggle to comprehend complex text and often find reading frustrating. Learn how to 
provide functional strategies than can be applied to many multi-syllabic words.  Participant will 
learn how to teach students to read and spell long words using some very functional, simple 
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techniques. Explicit instruction and scaffolded teaching with various multi-sensory techniques will 
be demonstrated.  Additionally, participants will learn a scope and sequence in which to teach 
powerful multisyllabic words, and will receive a list of words that are effective for teaching parts 
of the scope and sequence. 

 
(New) Problem Solving Systems to Support Social Behavior Outcomes (Room: Hansberry) 
Billie Jo Rodriguez, School Psychologist, Springfield Public Schools & Angie Whalen, Clinical Associate 
Professor, University of Oregon 
(Level:  Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: Behavior, Domain: Teaming/DBDM) 

This session will provide an overview of the problem solving model as well as the sources of data 
that can be used to inform decisions for social behavior problem solving. Presenters will 
emphasize the importance of creating staff competency and organizational capacity to deliver 
function-based behavior interventions within a prevention-based model of student support (PBIS). 
We will share examples of systems, structures, and data that can be used across increasingly 
intensive supports and provide examples from district-wide and school-wide implementation of 
PBIS systems to illustrate the problem solving process. 

 
(New) Aligned Standards: A Clear Pathway to Connecting Early Learning and Kindergarten (Directors) 
Brett Walker, P-3 Alignment Specialist, Early Learning Division, Oregon Department of Education 
(Level: Early Childhood, Content Area: All, Domain: State Initiative) 

In this breakout session, participants will be introduced to Oregon’s newly aligned early learning 
and kindergarten standards for children’s learning and development.  These standards address the 
domains of language, literacy, mathematics, approaches to learning and social-emotional 
development, and provide a foundation for supporting developmentally appropriate and culturally 
responsive practice across the Pre-K through kindergarten continuum.  Participants will also learn 
about the State’s plans for publicly releasing the aligned standards later this year, and will have an 
opportunity to provide feedback and input on the types of supports, materials and resources that 
will assist Pre-K programs and kindergarten programs in implementing classroom practices that 
align with the standards.  

 
(New) IPAS (Intervention Planning & Assessment System) Work Session (Room: Board) 
Brian Bain, District Assessment Coordinator, Tigard Tualatin School District & Jon Potter, ORTIi 
Implementation Coach, Tigard Tualatin School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Teaming/DBDM) 

IPAS is an online database that was designed and constructed by ORTIi and TTSD staff to support 
data-based decision-making in an RTI system. IPAS can be used with screening and progress 
monitoring data from any source (DIEBELS, EasyCBM, etc.). It sorts screening data, identifies 
students in need of extra support, graphs student progress data and generates a variety of reports 
for use by data teams. Presenters will provide a brief overview/introduction to IPAS and 
demonstrate its functionality. The majority of the session will be dedicated to helping participants 
get initially set up to use IPAS and problem solving technical issues IPAS users may be 
experiencing.  

 
Facilitated Team Time (Room: Studio A) 
Tammy Rasmussen, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Roseburg School District 

Bring your team together for guided work.  ORTIi Implementation Coaches will be on site to help 
facilitate discussions and plan next steps, debrief or preview sessions and plan for trainings in your 
districts. 
 



	  14	  

11:00 – 12:15 CONCURRENT SESSION 2 
 
(New) What We Know About the Link between Literacy and Problem Behavior…and How to 
Improve Outcomes in Both Areas at the Same Time (Room: Hellman) 
Kent McIntosh, Associate Professor, Educational and Community Supports, University of Oregon	  
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: All, Domain: Core) 

Which comes first, difficulty learning to read or difficulty controlling one’s behavior?   This talk 
will describe recent research on the relationship between reading skills and problem behavior 
from elementary to high school. The results provide some insight into how and why they are 
linked, as well as how and when integrating PBIS and literacy RTI systems makes sense. 
 

Teaching with Poverty in Mind (Room: Williams) 
Tammy Rasmussen, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Roseburg School District 
(Level:  Elementary, Content Area: All, Domain: Culture/Equity) 

Let’s change the focus of our conversation regarding students in poverty.  Come learn about the 
way our instruction and systematic response changes the brain of our at-risk students.  Be 
prepared for a “toxic response scenario” and some powerful conversations about our role in this 
process. 

 
(New) Response to Instruction as Growth Mindset (Room: O’Neill) 
Dean Richards, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Bend La Pine School District 
(Level:  Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: Culture/Equity) 

Growth mindset is a popular term in education these days.  Having the belief that smart is 
something that you get, not something is an idea that every educator can hold on to.  An RTI 
system provides the structure so that we can make a difference in our students’ lives and give them 
an education that opens up all options upon graduation. 

 
Explicit Instruction:  Active Engagement Strategies K-5, (Vistas 1) 
Katie Barrett, Student Achievement Specialist, Parkrose School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Core) 

Come learn best practices for ensuring students at all language and learning levels are accessing 
core content through reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  Specific strategies for ensuring 
students have multiple opportunities to respond will be explained and practiced.  This is designed 
especially for teachers to be able to walk away with strategies to use in their classroom the next 
day.	  

 
“New” Catch Up Growth: Intensifying Small Group Instruction (The Explicit Phonics Lessons K-2) 
(Room: Sousa) 
Teresa Lewellen, District Literacy Specialist, Springfield Public Schools and Lisa Bates, ORTIi 
Implementation Coach, Tigard Tualatin School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Core) 

Are you a k-2 classroom teacher who wants to increase your support to students who struggle with 
acquiring phonics and fluency skills in your classroom?  Using the Explicit Phonics Lesson 
structure during your small group time can help these students learn and practice these essential 
skills to accelerate their reading growth.  This presentation will provide information about the 
components of Explicit Phonics Lessons, how to use current core programs materials to implement 
the components, and provide some models of implementation.   
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(New) An Overview of DIBELS Math (Room: Bloch) 
Courtney Wheeler, Research Scientist, Dynamic Measurement Group 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Math, Domain: Screening/Progress Monitoring) 

This session will present an overview of the Early Numeracy, Computation, and Concepts and 
Applications measures that make up DIBELS Math. The focus of the session is on the measures, 
their intended purpose, their alignment to the Common Core State Standards, and where they fit 
within an overall model of service delivery, with particular attention to RTI. The assessments are 
designed to be user-friendly in terms of time, administration, and cost-effectiveness. They are 
designed specifically to help educators to determine which students may need additional support 
in the area of mathematics. Time will be allocated for questions and answers from session 
participants.  

 
Getting Started with the Right School Climate: Introduction to Tier I School-wide PBIS (SW-PBIS) 
(Room: Vistas II) 
Teri Lewis, Oregon Director and Mari Meador, PBIS Facilitator, NorthWest PBIS Network 
Level: Elementary, Content Area: Behavior, Domain: Core) 

The first tier of our multi-tiered model of school climate establishes a common approach to 
discipline and includes developing and teaching positive behavioral expectations, a continuum of 
procedures to encourage these expectations, a continuum of procedures to discourage minor and 
major behavior challenges along with procedures to monitor both fidelity of implementation and 
impact. In addition, Tier I provides the foundation for the advanced tiers. This session will provide 
an overview of the critical features of SW-PBIS with a focus on readiness and expected outcomes.  
 

Using RTI to Determine Eligibility as a Student with a Specific Learning Disability: You asked for it, 
now come and get it! (Room: Joplin/Seeger) 
David Putnam, Director, Oregon Response to Instruction and Intervention 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: SLD) 

In the decades that followed the inception of PL-94142, there was widespread discontent with the 
cognitively based process for determining SLD eligibility. Educators were concerned that it was a 
“wait to fail” model, that it often did not identify the students with the greatest needs, and that 
assessment practices did not closely align with instructional practices or lead to better outcomes. 
Enter IDEA in 2006 and Response to Intervention as a method for evaluating SLD. Despite the fact 
that RTI is a procedurally and legally robust approach that addresses previous concerns and has 
many benefits to students, many LEAs have been slow to adopt this approach. This session will 
describe the science behind RTI, outline essential components, address myths and 
misconceptions, and highlight the benefits to students. Participants will leave with clarity about 
the identification process and a renewed sense of the urgency to move forward with this practice. 

 
(New) Linking Coaching Support across Academics & Behavior at the District Level (Part 2) (Studio BC) 
David Douglas School District Staff:  Brooke O’Neill, Director of Curriculum, Florence Protopapas, 
Student Services Coordinator, and Elise Hall, Title 1/ELA Administrator, Lindsay DeFazio, Student 
Achievement Specialist, Carrie Tercek, Student Behavior Specialist and Jenice Pizzuto, ORTIi 
Implementation Coach, Tigard Tualatin School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: All, Domain: Professional Learning) 

In the second part of this two-part session we will continue to provide examples and lessons 
learned from a district perspective on how to establish and maintain a MTSS coaching framework.  
David Douglas has a long history with successful RTI and PBIS district implementation.  Join us to 
hear how we are working on installing an effective and sustainable coaching system with supports 
for PBIS and RTI. 
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(New) Leadership: An essential component for implementation success (Room: Ferber) 
Andrea Shunk, Education Policy and Practice Strategist, Center for Great Public Schools, Oregon 
Education Association, and Stephanie Myhre, State Collaboration Grant Manager, David Douglas 
School District and member of the board of directors of Learning Forward, Oregon 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: Professional Learning) 

Dive into Learning Forward’s leadership standard for professional learning, and leave with tools to 
support implementation of professional learning in your building. Explore what it means to be a 
leader, how leaders can create support systems and structures for professional learning, and how 
effective professional learning can strengthen your local RTI program. 

 
(New) Delivering on Equity and Cultural Responsiveness by Being Intentional and Courageous 
(Room: Wilder) 
Markisha Smith and Rudyane Rivera-Lindstrom, Education Program Specialists, Equity Unit, Oregon 
Department of Education 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: Culture/Equity) 

Oregon’s efforts to support Education Equity will be discussed in this session.  We will address the 
importance of intentionally framing the work with working definitions and an understanding of 
what it really means to be equitable and culturally responsive in our work.   Participants will have 
the opportunity to engage in strategy discussions about the successes and challenges. 
 

(New) Navigating Journeys:  Enhancing Explicit Instruction & Utilizing Key Components to Help Your 
Students Master the Big 5!  (Room: Hansberry) 
Jessica Swindle, Literacy Specialist, Metzger Elementary School and Sue Scott, Associate Director of 
Curriculum and Instruction, Tigard Tualatin School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Core) 

Join us to learn more about integrating explicit instruction routines every day using your Journeys 
curriculum. We will also identify the key components in the program that will improve your 
instruction and help you to differentiate for all levels in the classroom.  

 
(New) PreK-3 Professional Learning Teams in the Blue Mountain Early Learning Hub (Room: Directors) 
Lisa Hachquet, PK-3 Early Learning Coordinator, Intermountain ESD/Blue Mountain Early Learning 
Hub, Jennifer Walker, Preschool, Umatilla-Morrow County Head Start, Audrey Cant, Kindergarten, 
Imbler SD, Samantha Crist, Preschool, Eastern Oregon University Head Start, Michelle Dunkel, 
Kindergarten, Hermiston SD, Lacey Sharp, Kindergarten, Stanfield SD, & Ami Muilenburg, principal 
Milton-Freewater School District  
(Level: Early Childhood, Content Area: All, Domain: State Initiative) 

In this session, participants will have an opportunity to learn about efforts underway for the past 
two years to establish PreK-Grade 3 Professional Learning Teams (PLT’s) in communities 
throughout Umatilla, Morrow, and Union Counties.  These PLT’s -- which include kindergarten 
and early elementary teachers, as well as Head Start teachers, private Pre-K programs, and private 
child care providers—are designed to create a collaborative professional environment designed to 
seamlessly support children’s learning and development as they transition from early learning into 
kindergarten, and from kindergarten into the early elementary grades.  The PLT’s have explored 
literacy and math instruction, classroom environments, and approaches to supporting children’s 
social-emotional development.  
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Facilitated Team Time (Room: Studio A) 
Sally Helton, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Tigard Tualatin School District 

Bring your team together for guided work.  ORTIi Implementation Coaches will be on site to help 
facilitate discussions and plan next steps, debrief or preview sessions and plan for trainings in your 
districts. 

 
12:15 – 1:15  LUNCH 

1:15 – 2:30 CONCURRENT SESSION 3 
 
Building and Maintaining a Healthy School Culture (Room: Hellman) 
Jon Potter ORTIi Implementation Coach, Tigard Tualatin School District 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: Culture/Equity) 

When implementing significant school-wide system change, such as RTI, a healthy school culture 
is essential. We often tend to focus our change efforts on the practices we are asking our staff to 
implement (e.g. teaching a new curriculum, using specific assessments, attending data meetings, 
etc.). In doing so, we sometimes neglect the existing school culture that may help or hinder these 
efforts. Schools with consistently excellent student outcomes typically have a healthy school 
culture. This session will cover some of the features that define a school’s culture, and the basics 
of how to build a healthy school culture and ensure new practices will be better understood and 
thus, better implemented. 

 
(New) Understanding the Requirements of Oregon’s New Dyslexia Legislation and How to 
Implement within an RtI System (Williams) 
Carrie Thomas Beck, Dyslexia Specialist, Oregon Department of Education 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: State Initiatives) 

This session will provide a summary of the requirements for schools and districts regarding the 
newly passed SB 612 on dyslexia. Information on the type of screening measures and teacher 
training outlined in the legislation will be presented. The session will conclude with a discussion 
of how the screening and training requirements can be provided within the context of an RtI 
system. 

 
An Introduction to RTI and the ORTIi Project (Room: O’Neill) 
David Putnam, Director, ORTIi, Tigard-Tualatin School District 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area:  All, Domain: Professional Learning) 

This session will provide an overview of a healthy RTI system.  We will review the essential 
components of RTI, describe the dynamic process of data-based decision-making, highlight 
“Myths”, and clarify “Facts”. This session will also outline the service delivery model of the 
Oregon RTIi project and provide participants with an understanding of what it means to 
participate in the ORTIi project. 

 
(New) Small Group Reading Instruction (Room: Vistas I) 
Julie Walker, EBISS Coordinator, Jenn Montoya, Literacy Coach, and Lindsley Gehrig, Literacy Coach, 
Bend-La Pine School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Core) 

How can I make my small groups engaging and focused? Come to this session to plan engaging 
purposeful lessons for groups working on accuracy, fluency and comprehension. You will walk 
away from this session with ideas and resources that you can use at your school site or in your 
classroom.  
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(New) 100% Meetings: Bringing the Process of Evaluating Core Screening Data to Life! Tier 1 (Core) 
Level: What to do with school-wide screening data (Room: Sousa) 
Summer Catino, Instructional Coach, Gaston Elementary School, and Jenice Pizzuto, ORTIi 
Implementation Coach, Tigard Tualatin School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Teaming/DBDM) 

Screening data shouldn’t only be used to identify possible students for Tier 2 intervention.  This 
session will explore the structure and purpose of 100% (Tier 1) team meetings.  Participants will 
learn about ways to analyze school-wide screening data in a meaningful way and explore how 
that data can inform a grade level plan to address deficits through changes in the core. Learn from 
a practitioner’s experience and gain tips and tricks for facilitating and providing follow up support 
to your 100% meetings.  Videos will provide examples of data-based decision making at the Tier 1 
level using the problem solving framework and the factors that impact student learning 
(Instruction, Curriculum, Environment, & Learner).  Participants will receive a tool to help guide 
Tier 1 meeting discussions. Prerequisite: Participants should have a basic understanding of the 
Problem Solving Process. 

 
New) Math Coaching:  It's a Different Ballgame (Room: Bloch) 
Molly Smith, Vice Principal and Math Coach, Baker School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Math, Domain: Core) 

I have coached a variety of sports, yet being a math coach is a whole new ballgame. Join this 
session to learn the coaching game plan that has worked for our school this year. You'll walk 
away with some ideas that may assist in your role as a math coach.  I will share resources, 
strategies, and ideas on how a math coach may work in your building.   

 
How to Effectively and Efficiently Support At-Risk Students: Introduction to Tier II Targeted Behavior 
Support (Room: Vistas II) 
Teri Lewis, Oregon Director and Mari Meador, PBIS Facilitator, NorthWest PBIS Network 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area:  Behavior, Domain: Interventions) 

It is estimated that 10-15% of students will need this level of preventative support. Schools are 
encouraged to develop a menu of Tier II interventions that are function-based, linked both to 
school-wide PBIS and home/family, increase consistency and staff acknowledgement and can be 
easily and efficiently implemented by all staff. During this session we will discuss what does 
group-based support mean, discuss a range of options and then focus on how schools can adopt 
Check-in, Check-out.  

 
School Psychologists in Multi-Tiered Systems of Support: A Discussion of Roles, Challenges, and 
Successes (Room: Joplin/Seeger) 
Angie Whalen, Clinical Associate Professor, University of Oregon & Elena Diamond, Assistant Professor, 
Lewis & Clark College 
(Level:  Elementary/Secondary, Content Area:  All, Content Area:  All, Domain: Leadership) 

This facilitated discussion will explore the role of school psychologists within multi –tiered 
systems of support (MTSS), and provide participants the opportunity to learn from each other 
about how their roles have changed with MTSS implementation. Participants will discuss the role 
of school psychologists across tiers of support in their district, challenges faced, and successful 
strategies for addressing common challenges. 

 
Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate Intervention within a Multi-Tiered Support System, Part 1 
(Room: Studio BC) 
Amanda Sanford and Julie Esparza Brown, Associate Professors, Portland State University 
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(Level:  Elementary, Content Area:  ELs, Domain: Intervention) 
In this first of a two-part session, a research-based framework for planning instruction and 
intervention for students who are bilingual and need additional support with reading within a 
Multi-Tiered System of Support will be presented.  Case examples and data from implementation 
will be shared. Participants will analyze case studies, videos, and lesson plans for the instructional 
match to students’ linguistic/cultural backgrounds and literacy needs, with opportunity for 
discussion and action planning.   

 
(New) Implementation: Managing Change and Resistance (Room: Ferber) 
Andrea Shunk, Education Policy and Practice Strategist, Center for Great Public Schools, Oregon 
Education Association, and Stephanie Myhre, State Collaboration Grant Manager, David Douglas 
School District and member of the board of directors of Learning Forward, Oregon 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: State Initiative) 

All change is hard, even when changes produce strong results for students. Come dive into 
Learning Forward’s implementation standard for professional learning, and leave with tools to 
support change in your context. Learn how to use the Concerns Based Adoption Model to meet 
the needs of teachers, and how to recognize and address different kinds of resistance. 

 
(New) Solutions and Support for Your English Learners: HB 3499 and Oregon's EL Strategic Plan 
(Room: Wilder) 
Rudyane Rivera-Lindstrom, Education Program Specialist, Equity Unit, Oregon Department of 
Education & Taffy Carlisle, Education Program Specialist, Equity Unit, Oregon Department of Education 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: ELs, Domain: State Initiatives) 

Oregon has made a monumental investment in the success of its English Learners. Through HB 
3499, districts will receive assistance in meeting the needs of our English Learner students. Hear 
about updates to the outcome and budget workgroups, and what the next steps will be. Also learn 
how the work of the EL Strategic Plan plays an important ROLE in providing additional support 
through its eight goals: to develop tools and resources, create a systematic approach to 
accountability, engage and involve families and communities as partners, develop teams of 
practitioners and researchers, replicate exemplar programs, create/align assessment systems to 
support ELs, support educators in skills to serve EL students, and look at EL preschool students and 
services. 

 
GAP Attack! Hawthorne’s KEYS for Attacking the Achievement GAP (Room: Hansberry) 
Terry Augustadt, Principal Hawthorne Elementary School, Sweet Home School District and Delise 
Rose, Title 1 Teacher/GAP Attach Director, Hawthorne Elementary School 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Leadership) 

We’ve attacked the achievement GAP with fewer resources, reduced staff and less time ... and we 
still moved the dial for our kids. Come see what has worked for us, we are happy to share our 
journey and our results. "It's About The Kids" is our mantra and we live it everyday with the work 
we do. Once specific "key components" are set in place the student achievement results will be 
opened for your school.  Join us to receive the keys that worked for us so that you can go back 
and join the GAP Attack! 

 
(New) Developing and Sustaining a Highly Effective School District Preschool Program (Room: Directors) 
Angie Douma, Preschool Teacher and Paul Erlebach, Superintendent, Neah-Kah-Nie School District,  
Level: Early Childhood, Domain: All, Content Area: State Initiative) 

In this session, participants will learn about the strategies the Neah-Kah-Nie School District, in 
Rockaway Beach, Oregon, has implemented to expand and enhance their early childhood 
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program in the last three years.  Presenters, Neah-Kah-Nie School Superintendent, Paul Erlebach 
and preschool teacher, Angie Douma will share their experiences building an innovative 
preschool program, engaging families, and improving the quality of the program through the 
Response to Instruction and Intervention (RtIi) model.  Topics will include enlisting school board 
and staff support, importance of superintendent support, determining necessary logistics, staffing, 
facilities/environment, developing a strong reputation, curriculum, instruction, assessment, using 
innovative strategies to improve student performance through the RTII model, and opportunities 
for cross-level collaboration with the high school. 

 
(New) “We Can Do It!” How to Effectively & Efficiently Evaluate Teachers in an RTI System (Room: 
Board) 
Melissa Williams, Director of Instruction and Student Services, Ontario School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: All, Domain: Leadership) 

Just like Rosie the Riveter, we can do this!  Come to this session to learn how to use your teacher 
evaluation system in correlation with a strong RTIi system to gather data that will drive 
professional learning for your teachers in your district.  
 

Facilitated Team Time (Room: Studio A) 
Shelby Difonzo, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Ontario School District 

Bring your team together for guided work.  ORTIi Implementation Coaches will be on site to help 
facilitate discussions and plan next steps, debrief or preview sessions and plan for trainings in your 
districts. 

 

2:45 – 4:00  CONCURRENT SESSION 4 
 
New) Using Screening Data to Guide Mathematics Core Instruction:  100% Meetings in Math (Room: Hellman) 
Dean Richards, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Bend-La Pine School District and Josh Marks, Associate 
Principal, RE Jewell Elementary School, Bend-La Pine School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Math, Domain: Teaming/DBDM) 

A key component of RTI is using data to guide instruction.  While many districts use Math 
Screeners, it is an opportunity missed to not examine the overall health of our core and look at our 
curriculum for ways to help close the gaps for students who may struggle.  Come to the 
presentation and see how to engage in conversations about instruction, curriculum and 
environment at the grade level.   

 
(New) Engaging in a Conversation Around Poverty (Room: Williams) 
Tammy Rasmussen, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Roseburg School District 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: Culture/Equity) 

It is time to engage in a conversation about the impact of poverty and share some real solutions for 
schools.  Come prepared to engage in dialogue, share your own work around poverty, and 
commit to action and collaboration.  This is NOT a presentation and will require you to move, 
dance, and learn with your colleagues.  Are you ready?   
 

Principal Leadership:  Can We Really Support Implementation of RTI Systems? (Room: O’Neill) 
Wendy Wilson, Principal, John Wetten Elementary School, Gladstone School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Leadership) 

Come hear about successes and lessons learned along the way to implementing effective core 
reading instruction and providing actionable feedback to staff.  While the journey has not been 
easy it has been worth it.  Staff survey data indicate over 90% of staff feel they receive actionable 
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feedback and are supported in implementing effective instruction.  ORTIi tools and resources were 
used to plan initial training, ongoing support and walkthroughs to support effective core 
instruction.  Through distributed leadership, data, and ongoing and embedded professional 
learning, staff created a learning organization focused on improving outcomes for ALL John 
Wetten Elementary students. 

 
(New) “I Have an iPad, Now What?” (Room: Vistas I) 
Troy Thorne, Instructional Coach, Eagle Point School District 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: Core) 

Come learn some Elementary and Secondary Tips and Tricks to manage iPads in your classroom. 
This will include the use of AirServer and SplashTop for multiple display. 

 
(New) 20% Intervention Review Meeting Process and Practices: Lessons Learned Through 
Implementation (Room: Sousa) 
Clatskanie Team:  Brad Thorud, principal, Sarah Thorud, Title 1 teacher, Amber Crawford, 6th grade 
teacher, Kara Burghardt, 5th grade teacher, Sheryl Heacock, Special Education teacher 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Teaming/DBDM)  

This session will focus on the implementation of 20% Intervention Review Meeting processes and 
practices, challenges and obstacles that may occur during implementation, and how a small 
school was able to overcome these obstacles for successful implementation.  This session will also 
lead participants through the “nuts and bolts” of 20% Intervention Review Meetings by examining 
the current process and practices in place at Clatskanie Elementary School. 

 
Early Warning Systems:  Data Based Decision Making for Secondary Schools (Room: Bloch) 
Shelby DiFonzo, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Ontario School District 
(Level: Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: Screening/EWS) 

A well-implemented early warning system can help school effectively and efficiently use data to 
track students at risk and help design interventions to keep them on track to graduate.  This 
presentation will explore how to use the right tools to make decision around how to best intervene 
with students at a secondary level.  We will use examples and information from A Practitioner’s 
guide to implementing early warning systems by Sarah Frazelle and Aisling Nagel.    
 

So You Have to Complete an FBA and Develop a BIP: Introduction to Tier III Individualized Support 
Planning (Room: Vistas II) 
Teri Lewis, Oregon Director and Mari Meador, PBIS Facilitator, NorthWest PBIS Network 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Behavior, Domain: Interventions) 

The final tier of our multi-tiered model focuses on providing support to the 1-5% of students who 
display the most challenging and chronic problem behaviors and requires more intensive and 
comprehensive support than provided at either Tier II or I. This session will provide an overview of 
Individual Students Systems features and go step by step through the process for completing a full 
functional-behavior assessment (FBA) and developing a behavior intervention plan (BIP). 

 
(New) Building Infrastructure for Specific Learning Disability (SLD) Decision Making (Room: Joplin/Seeger) 
Joyce Woods, Director of Student Services, Tigard Tualatin School District and Sally Helton, ORTIi 
Implementation Coach, Tigard Tualatin School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: SLD) 

This presentation will provide participants with the steps necessary to build the infrastructure for 
using RTI for SLD eligibility.  Developing the infrastructure consists of developing appropriate 
policy, procedures, training and monitoring components.  Participants will receive resources and 
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tools to assist in this process and will be provided time to ask questions and receive guidance from 
people with experience in this work.  The presentation is geared towards administrators and key 
staff who want to use RTI for SLD eligibility. 
 

Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate Intervention within a Multi-Tiered Support System, Part 2 
(Room: Studio BC) 
Amanda Sanford, Associate Professor, Portland State University and Julie Esparza Brown, Associate 
Professor, Portland State University 
(Level:  Elementary, Content Area:  ELs, Domain: Intervention) 

In part 2 of this presentation, a research-based framework for planning instruction and intervention 
for students who are bilingual and need additional support with reading within a Multi-Tiered 
System of Support will be further explored.  Case examples and data from implementation will be 
shared. Participants will analyze case studies, videos, and lesson plans for the instructional match 
to students’ linguistic/cultural backgrounds and literacy needs, with opportunity for discussion and 
action planning.   

 
Oregon Mentoring Program:  Best Practices to Support Your Beginning Teachers and Administrators 
(Room: Ferber) 
Tanya Frisendahl, Education Specialist, Office of Teaching and Learning, District and School 
Effectiveness Team, Oregon Department of Education 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: Professional Learning) 

Participants will gain an understanding of how instructional mentoring can support first and 
second year beginning teachers and administrators to increase educator retention, improve 
instructional practices, accelerate educational leadership and increase student achievement.  The 
evidence-based Oregon Mentoring Program standards will be explored and the components of a 
highly effective mentoring program will be discussed. 

 
(New) The Long and Winding Road: Implementation of RTI: How to Build a District-Wide System 
(Room: Wilder) 
Melissa Carter, District Literacy and Title 1 Coordinator, Forest Grove School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Leadership) 

The payoff from building a strong RTI system is huge, but the road to get there is not always so 
straightforward.  Research tells us that it takes 3-5 years of intentional, focused work to 
successfully implement a district initiative.  Sometimes it takes longer than that! Forest Grove 
School District started down the RTI implementation road 4 years ago with ORTIi and is 
developing district-wide systems to help build capacity.   Come and learn how Forest Grove 
School District is driving this initiative across all of their elementary schools.  In this session, you 
will hear how FGSD purposefully embedded RTI into their Strategic Plan, braided other district 
initiatives into this work and aligned their limited resources to support the implementation of RTI. 
This is hard work, but all of the effort is well worth it!  

 
(New) Roadmap to Success:  Moving Toward Improved Outcomes for our Native American/Alaska 
Native Students (Room: Hansberry) 
April Campbell, Indian Education Advisor to Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction, Oregon 
Department of Education 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: State Initiative) 

Outcomes for Native American/Alaska Native students in Oregon are unacceptably poor.  As a 
means of increasing graduation and attendance rates, the Oregon State Board of Education 
adopted a P-20 strategic plan which directs and supports districts in implementing changes to 
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improve outcomes.  As Deputy Superintendent Salam Noor, stated,  “In order for instruction to be 
effective, it needs to be both high-quality and culturally relevant.  This plan is an important step in 
turning things around and providing our students with what they need to excel."  All districts will 
be required to implement the plan.  Come to this session to get a roadmap of how to explore 
solutions to potential challenges in plan implementation. 
 

New) Where to start with Early Childhood RTI: One district’s look at how to incorporate EC RTI into 
everyday practice (Room: Directors) 
Kristi Byfield, Assistant Administrator, David Douglas School District, Multnomah Early Childhood 
Program, Ericka Guynes, Principal, Earl Boyles Elementary School, David Douglas School District and 
Lindsay DeFazio, Student Achievement Specialist, Earl Boyles Elementary School, David Douglas 
School District 
(Level: Early Childhood/Elementary, Content Area: All, Domain: State Initiative) 

The David Douglas School District team invites you to join them in a conversation about Early 
Childhood RTI (EC RTI). Learn how they built an implementation plan in their district and develop 
ideas around how you might start in your own district/program. See where they took this plan this 
year in action and what this looks like for those preschool children as they go into Kindergarten. 
Explore universal screening data and how the district uses this data to determine next steps in 
developing a seamless Preschool through School Age RTI system. Information about the 
Kindergarten transition activities the district uses to engage families will also be discussed. 

 
Facilitated Team Time (Room: Studio A) 
Nicole Kaye, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Roseburg School District  

Bring your team together for guided work.  ORTIi Implementation Coaches will be on site to help 
facilitate discussions and plan next steps, debrief or preview sessions and plan for trainings in your 
districts. 
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Continue the conversation on Twitter at #ortiiconnect16 
 

Complete Schedule and Session Details 
Day 2: Friday, April 29, 2016 

 
7:45 – 8:15 CHECK-IN DAY 2 
 
8:15 – 9:00 GENERAL SESSION Playwrights Hall 
 Connecting ALL the Dots: Celebrating Our Collective Success!   
 ORTIi Implementer of the Year Awards 
 
9:15 – 10:45 CONCURRENT SESSION 5 
 
(New) Using DIBELS Next Pathways of Progress to Set Meaningful, Ambitious, and Attainable Goals 
and to Evaluate Progress (Room: Hellman) 
Roland Good, Dynamic Measurement Group & University of Oregon 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Teaming/DBDM) 

Establishing individual student learning goals, with frequent monitoring of progress toward those 
goals, and feedback to teachers and students that informs instructional decisions are among the 
most powerful influences on student achievement. This session will demonstrate the use of DIBELS 
Next Pathways of Progress and the DIBELS Next Composite Score to inform professional 
judgments about individual student learning goals that are meaningful, ambitious, and attainable. 
A meaningful goal includes reading for meaning, at an adequate rate, with a high degree of 
accuracy. A meaningful goal also increases the likelihood of the student making adequate progress 
on reading and meeting expectation on future reading outcomes. A suitably ambitious goal would 
represent at least typical or above typical progress compared to same-grade peers with a similar 
level of initial reading skills. An attainable goal is one that can be achieved with effective 
instruction, intervention or support. 
 

Setting Standards of Practice in Core (Room: Williams) 
Dean Richards, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Bend-La Pine School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Leadership) 

Effective core instruction is the most important thing you can do in RTI.  This presentation is a 
repeat of the initial training core instruction presentation.  We will look at how districts can create 
standards of practice for core including, time, materials, and instructional routines.   

 
(New) Professional Learning Goes Viral! What's the Scoop? (Room: O’Neill) 
Steve Wyborney, District Math Coach, Ontario School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: All, Domain: Professional Learning) 

Twitter Ed Chats, Voxer Groups, and Professional Learning Networks are professional learning 
opportunities that are literally at your fingertips.  Learn more about how professional learning 
ideas are being exchanged globally, how educators are rapidly fueling one another's growth 
through connected PD opportunities, and how easily you can join (or listen in to) the 
discussion.  Optionally, feel free to join this conversation in advance of the session 
using #viralPDscoop 



	   25	  

(New) Cue Up the Magic to Crack the Code: Systematic Cuing & Correction Routines (Room: Vistas I) 
Kennia Munroe & Denise Sherman, Instructional Coaches, Eagle Point School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area:  Reading, Domain: Core) 

Do you have students whom you suspect are struggling with phonics? Join us to learn more about 
systematic phonics remediation for grades K-5. We will look into the following questions: 
• How do I know it’s a phonics issue? 
• What does systematic phonics instruction actually mean? 
• How do I use a phonics screener (and where do I get one? 
• How can I remediate for phonics in my classroom? 
Yes, you too can have confident and engaged learners with a mere snap of the fingers! Join us to 
learn how to use systematic cuing and correction strategies during whole group and small group 
reading instruction. 

 
(New) Going Deeper with Individual Problem Solving: Evaluating ICE (Room: Sousa) 
Jon Potter, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Tigard Tualatin School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Teaming/DBDM) 

Individual Problem Solving is a process for individualizing and intensifying supports for students 
with the most intensive needs. This session will go beyond the basics of problem solving and 
present specific examples of how to go deeper and examine the factors that impact the learner 
(e.g. Instruction, Curriculum, & Environment or ICE). Participants will learn how to collect data 
across these multiple factors and how to use the data to help develop an individual intervention 
for a student with intensive and persistent needs. Please note: This session is intended for 
educators that have already received some level of basic training in Individual Problem Solving. 

 
(New) Leveraging Math Modeling and Applications to Promote Quantitative Literacy (Room: Bloch) 
Mark Freed, Mathematics Education Specialist, Oregon Department of Education 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Math, Domain: Core) 

What does success look like in mathematics? What is the ultimate aim of a student’s K-12 math 
education?  Questions such as these are critical to understand we face the challenge of 
implementing college and career ready math standards for a new generation of learners.  Today, 
more students than ever are enrolling in advanced algebra and calculus courses.  At the same time 
more students are not prepared for post-secondary expectations and need to enroll in 
developmental math courses after they graduate.  The importance of having Quantitative Literate 
students is becoming more clear as we look to the skills students will need to succeed in a 21st 
century workplace.  This session will explore how math modeling and applications within 
instruction can make “doing math” more accessible to all our students, while at the same time 
help set them on a path to becoming Quantitatively Literate Citizens. 

 
(New) Diagnosing Decoding Issues in Students of All Ages (Room: Vistas II) 
Shawna Forni, Really Great Reading Company 
Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Interventions) 

This workshop features the Diagnostic Decoding Surveys, a free resource to help pinpoint specific 
decoding weakness in struggling readers. Many teachers say these are the best assessment tools 
they have.  The Diagnostic Decoding Surveys enable one-on-one assessment of phonics skills for 
struggling readers from the middle of first grade through adulthood. The surveys are efficient and 
easy to administer. For students with decoding weaknesses, the surveys can be used to identify 
which skills have already been mastered and which are weak. Walk away with a complimentary 
packet of surveys that contains everything you’ll need to assess (and group) an unlimited number 
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of students. The workshop also provides an explanation of how the survey results can be used to 
group students and it offers guidance on how to plan effective and efficient instruction. 

 
(New) Special Considerations for English Learners in the SLD Eligibility Process (Room: Joplin/Seeger) 
Joyce Woods, Director of Student Services, Tigard Tualatin School District, Nicole Kaye, ORTIi 
Implementation Coach, Roseburg School District and Sally Helton, ORTIi Implementation Coach, 
Tigard Tualatin School District 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: SLD) 

Using an RTI model for determining Specific Learning Disability (SLD) eligibility is a 
comprehensive process.  When the referred student is classified as an English Learner (EL), more 
complexity is introduced to the process, regardless of the approach used.  While the components 
of the eligibility process remain the same for all students, there are many more factors that need to 
be investigated in order to appropriately and equitably determine eligibility for EL students.  This 
session will highlight the key considerations for EL students at each step of the SLD eligibility 
process and connect those considerations to important data sources that are needed for a 
comprehensive evaluation.  In this presentation, you will learn how using an RTI model allows 
you to go beyond simply identifying the disability through connecting functional and 
comprehensive information to targeted evidence-based instructional supports to ensure student 
success. 
 

Use Data for Good!  Use District and School Level Screening Data to Empower Decision Making 
(Room: Studio BC) 
Lisa Bates and Jenice Pizzuto, ORTIi Implementation Coaches, Tigard Tualatin School  
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Teaming/DBDM) 

This training will provide a replicable framework for using student outcomes cross year (fall, 
winter, spring) data to help evaluate and determine areas of need in your overall system at a 
district level and school level.  This critical framework will support your district to identify action 
steps and plan implementation based on identified areas of need.  Teams will discuss how to 
utilize and allocate resources (e.g., funding, time, staff, etc.) to improve core instruction based on 
the evaluation of the cross year student data.  Teams will work through a scenario to address 
identified areas of need and create action plans to build competence and confidence when using 
data to drive decision making for professional development, monitoring standards of practice, and 
allocating funds to support effective core instruction. 

 
(New) Reducing Discipline Disparities: What Skills Could Help Teachers and Students Succeed 
(Room: Ferber) 
Vicki Nishioka, Senior Research Advisor and Oregon State Coordinator for REL Northwest and Jacob 
Williams, Senior Advisor at Education Northwest 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: Culture/Equity) 

This interactive session will share the work that a core group of Oregon Leadership Network 
districts are doing to reduce exclusionary discipline overall and narrow the discipline gap. 
Participants will learn how to recognize microaggressions that occur intentionally or 
unintentionally in classrooms and schools. Participants will also learn how social perspective 
taking and empathy can strengthen the relationship between teachers and students who have 
different cultural or racial backgrounds.  We will share information about data that schools used to 
better understand the root causes of discipline disparities and identify ways to increase equity in 
their school discipline practices. 
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The Puzzle of the Elementary Master Schedule (Room: Wilder) 
Shelby DiFonzo, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Ontario School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: All, Domain: Leadership) 

A master schedule is like looking at an MRI of the inner workings of a school.  It reveals the true 
believes, attitudes, values and priorities of a school. During this session we will discuss the 
importance and application of consistency in the instructional day, protection of instruction, time 
for intervention, the use of data, flexibility, collaboration time for staff and how each fits together 
to support a multi-tiered instructional framework. 

 
(New) Beyond the Bells and Whistles: Engaging Students in the Classroom (Room: Hansberry)  
Broadway Middle School Staff, Seaside School District:  Jeremy Hirsch, Intervention Teacher, Brenda 
Edwards, Special Education Teacher, Angela Bice, Science Teacher, John McAndrews, Principal 
(Level: Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: Professional Learning) 

Description:  An effective RTI program begins with core instruction.  Please join us for a 
presentation on increasing student engagement in core content.  We will discuss the journey of 
one middle school as they began discovering new ways to motivate middle school students.  The 
presentation will include a sample professional development plan and ideas you can take back to 
your school.  While the discussion is middle school focused, the ideas and strategies are 
applicable at all levels.  
 

(New) Doing Things Different and Doing Different Things: How SWIFT Efforts in Oregon Focus on 
RtI Practices to the Benefit of All Students (Room: Directors) 
Dawn Miller, University of Kansas and Laura Miltenberger, Oregon LEA Facilitator, SWIFT 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: State Initiative) 

Oregon is one of five partner states with the SWIFT Center at the University of Kansas. The SWIFT 
Center is a K-8 National Technical Assistance Center that builds school capacity to provide 
academic and behavior support to improve outcomes for all students through equity-based 
inclusion. Partner sites are engaged in technical assistance practices that have a strong grounding 
in implementation science and attend to five evidence-based domains, including the 
implementation of a multi-tiered system of support to advance academic and behavior outcomes. 
This session will share experience with our process, integrated framework, and outcomes 
associated with efforts to date across the state, partner districts, and schools.  

 
Facilitated Team Time (Room: Studio A) 
Tammy Rasmussen, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Roseburg School District 
Bring your team together for guided work.  ORTIi Implementation Coaches will be on site to help 
facilitate discussions and plan next steps, debrief or preview sessions and plan for trainings in your 
districts. 
 

11:00 – 12:15 CONCURRENT SESSION 6 
 
(New) What the Research Says About Supporting Long-Term English Learners in Middle Schools (Rm: Hellman) 
Erin Chaparro, Educational & Community Supports, College of Education, University of Oregon 
(Level: Secondary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: ELs) 

In this session you will receive an overview of evidence-based instructional practices that will 
especially benefit long-term English learners. We will cover what we know about long-term EL 
from the research and apply that to practical instructional strategies that can be employed by all 
teachers.  There will also be time provided for you to share information about strategies that are 
working in your schools. 
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(New) Every Child Can Succeed-Direct Instruction and RTI (Room: Williams) 
Rochelle Davisson, Lead Trainer, National Institute for Direct Instruction 
Level:  Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Interventions) 

This session will examine the use of Direct Instruction (DI) programs in a multi-tiered RTI system.  
Topics such as professional development needs, scheduling and program considerations, 
classroom organization and how to avoid pitfalls will be discussed. Real examples of DI as a core 
curriculum and as an intervention program will be presented, along with information about the 
level of success attained.  

 
(New) Improving Student Attendance:  A Systems Approach (Room: O’Neill) 
Scott Perry, Interim Superintendent, Multnomah Education Service District 
Level:  Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: Behavior, Domain: Interventions) 

If students are not in attendance at school they cannot benefit from even the best of our 
curriculum and instruction. Alarms have been sounded loudly at the national level about the 
damaging impact of chronic absenteeism being experienced nationwide and Oregon has one of 
the highest chronic absenteeism rates in the nation.  In 2002 Scott Perry began working with 
schools in their efforts to improve student attendance. Having worked with well over 100 
elementary, middle and high schools he will share a set of tools and a process for helping schools 
evaluate their student attendance support and intervention systems. Participants will gain an 
understanding of the process as well as a review of effective strategies for addressing the “3 Rs” of 
student attendance and engagement – Relationships, Relevance and Resources. 
 

(New) Wonderful Wonders in Action (Room: Vistas I) 
Julie Walker, EBISS Coordinator, Jenn Montoya, Literacy Coach and Lindsley Gehrig, Literacy Coach, 
Bend-La Pine School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Core) 

This session is for school districts that are using the Wonders reading program.  The session will 
focus on backwards design, pinpointing the priority standards, how to focus your instruction in 
whole and small group and planning for meaningful independent tasks for students.   

 
(New) Going Deeper with Individual Problem Solving: Evaluating the Learner using Curriculum Based 
Evaluation (CBE) (Room: Sousa) 
Lisa Bates, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Tigard Tualatin School District and Angie Whalen, Clinical 
Associate Professor, School Psychology, University of Oregon 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Teaming/DBDM) 

Despite your best efforts at individual problem solving and (ICE) do you still struggle to find ways 
to enhance interventions for students?  Do you want to determine more specific strategies to 
support individual students who aren’t making progress?  This session will focus specifically on 
evaluating the needs of the learner by using the Curriculum Based Evaluation (CBE) process.  CBE 
is a process that can be used to evaluate the learner to better match instructional supports to their 
specific needs.  Participants will learn how to use the CBE process to evaluate the learner’s needs 
in the area of reading (decoding & fluency). Please note: This session is intended for educators 
that have already received some level of basic training in Individual Problem Solving. 

 
Features of Effective Tier 2 Math Interventions to Improve Student Learning (Room: Bloch) 
Kathy Jungjohann, Research Assistant, Center on Teaching and Learning, University of Oregon 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Math, Domain: Interventions) 

Effective Tier 2 math interventions should focus on high priority math skills linked to the 
Common Core State Standards for Mathematics and utilize research validated instructional design 
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and delivery components. In addition, interventions should provide evidence of effectiveness for 
students with math difficulties. In this presentation, we will share examples from two of our 
research-validated math interventions at K and 1 that illustrate these essential features of 
effective math interventions. We will provide guidelines that participants can use to evaluate 
intervention curricula and identify those that will meet the needs of their students. By the 
end of the session, participants will be able to (a) describe research-based recommendations 
and instructional design strategies that support students struggling in mathematics; (b) identify 
instructional examples linked to these recommendations and strategies; and (c) evaluate and 
select tier 2 interventions that will meet the needs of students at-risk for mathematics difficulty. 
 

(New) Empowering Effective Instruction Across Bilingual Models:  A Collective Data-Based Decision 
Making Process (Room: Vistas II) 
Liliana Jimenez, Title 1 Teacher and Amy Harlow, Title 1 Teacher, Forest Grove School District and 
Nicole Kaye, Implementation Coach, Oregon Response to Instruction and Intervention 
Level: Elementary, Domain: Reading, Content Area:  ELs 

We all know that “what matters most is what teachers do”. Come join us to learn about a process 
that empowers teacher data-based decision making in bilingual school models. In this session you 
will learn about how grade-level teams come together three times a year in order to create action 
steps to collectively support student growth in identified areas of need. Practitioners from a Native 
Language Literacy school will share tips and tools on integrating multiple languages into the RTI 
process. Learn how you can use screening data to effectively and efficiently action plan for 
classroom instruction in your district. 

 
(New) Learning Disability Identification: Chasing Rainbows While Looking for Perfection (Room: 
Joplin/Seeger) 
Jacob Williams, Senior Advisor at Education Northwest 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: SLD) 

The term learning disability (LD) has existed in law for almost 50-years, but consensus on how to 
identify it remains elusive. Participants in this session will engage in discussion centered on (a) the 
basic characteristics of LD, (b) some basic premises of classification research, (c) the multiple 
competing identification models that are currently operationalized, and (d) the advantages and 
disadvantages of these competing models. Participants will reflect upon their current 
understanding of LD identification to discuss current practice, review current evidence, and move 
to identify best options for LD identification in schools. Participation in this session will move the 
field one step closer to identification method consensus. 

 
(New) Simplifying Support for Staff and Students: The Sheridan Story (Room: Studio BC) 
Jon Potter, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Tigard Tualatin School District, Shawna Moran, Education 
Program Specialist, Oregon Department of Education, Steve Sugg, Superintendent, Sheridan School 
District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: State Initiatives) 

According to the Law of Initiative Fatigue (Doug Reeves, 2010), after participating in roughly 6 
“strategic priorities”, the number of initiatives is inversely related to impact on student 
achievement and faculty engagement. And yet, as educators, we often keep pursuing additional 
opportunities to improve student achievement. In the spirit of “less is more”, this session will share 
one district’s work with a variety of support agencies and how those agencies are working together 
to simplify and unify their support around a few strategic goals.  
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(New) EasyCBM: The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly (Room: Ferber) 
Shelby DiFonzo, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Ontario School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Screening) 

Come and learn tips and tricks to make your life easier and have a deeper understanding of how 
to employ EasyCBM to effectively and efficiently use data to drive your instruction!  We will look 
at how to access accuracy ratings, create a 4 box for intervention placement, how to establish goal 
lines and how to pull desegregated data reports. 

 
(New) Multi-Tier Systems of Support: Decoding the PBIS, EBIS, and RTI Alphabet Soup (Room: Wilder) 
David Putnam, Director, Oregon Response to Instruction and Intervention, Teri Lewis, Oregon State 
PBIS Director, Northwest PBIS Network, Patrick Kelly, Education Specialist, ODE 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: All, Domain: State Initiative) 

From the national, to the state, to the local level, Multi-Tier Systems of Support (MTSS) using 
evidence-based practices are becoming increasingly common and effective. PBIS, RTI, and EBIS 
are all variations of MTSS that can, and should be, implemented as a single system. This 
presentation will define the essential features of MTSS, describe the rationale and benefits of using 
such a system, and outline the integration of PBIS and RTI within the MTSS model. The state of 
MTSS implementation in the state of Oregon will be addressed. 

 
(New) Middle School 100% Meetings, From Theory to Action (Room: Hansberry) 
Fowler Middle School Team: Dan Busch, Principal, Susan Morgan, Instructional Coordinator, Sarah 
Foltz, 7th grade Science, Eliza Mosbrucker, 7th grade Social Studies, Mandy Apple, 7th grade Math 
and Katie Beckett, EBIS TOSA, Tigard Tualatin School District 
(Level: Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: Teaming/DBDM) 

This session will explore the structure and purpose of 100% Meetings in the middle school 
setting.  Participants will learn about ways to analyze Early Warning System data in a meaningful 
way and explore how that data can inform a grade level plan to address deficits through changes 
in the Coordinated Literacy effort across core content classes. Learn how one middle school 
structured these meetings to positively impact instructional practice.   

 
(New) Hiring with RTI in Mind (Room: Board) 
Allen Barber, Director of Human Resources and Secondary Education and Tiffanie Lambert, Director of 
School Improvement and Elementary Education, Eagle Point School District  
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: Leadership) 

This session is intended for district-level administrators with hiring responsibilities. We will 
facilitate a discussion about district hiring practices, job fairs, interview questions, and techniques 
to recruit the best teachers and administrators. 

 
Facilitated Team Time (Room: Studio A) 
Sally Helton, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Tigard Tualatin School District 

Bring your team together for guided work.  ORTIi Implementation Coaches will be on site to help 
facilitate discussions and plan next steps, debrief or preview sessions and plan for trainings in your 
districts. 

 
12:15 – 1:15  LUNCH 
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1:15 – 2:30 CONCURRENT SESSION 7 
 
Evidence-based English Literacy Instruction for English Learners in Elementary Schools (Hellman) 
Erin Chaparro, Educational & Community Supports, College of Education, University of Oregon 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: ELs, Domain: Core) 

In this session you will receive an overview of evidence-based instructional practices that will 
especially benefit EL students as well as other students. Although 4 main recommendations will be 
covered, the presentation will highlight the development and instruction of academic vocabulary 
in particular. Specific teaching and training tools that are related to the Oregon Literacy 
Framework and the Common Core Standards will be shared. 

 
(New) Essential Presentation Techniques for Direct Instruction Programs (Room: Williams) 
Rochelle Davisson, Lead Trainer, National Institute for Direct Instruction 
(Level:  Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Interventions) 

The ability to deliver DI lessons correctly is critical to student success. Using a practice session 
schedule developed by the National Institute for Direct Instruction, key presentation elements 
(sound pronunciation, pacing, signaling, correction procedures and more) of DI programs will be 
modeled, practiced and feedback provided. This is not a substitute for complete training, but 
rather a brush-up for those who have had prior training and would like to refine their own skills as 
well as a guide to helping others improve their skills. 
 

Coordinated Literacy Through Comprehension (Room: O’Neill) 
Dean Richards, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Bend-La Pine School District 
(Level: Secondary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Core) 

This session will use middle school examples to examine cross disciplinary comprehension in 
order to support students understanding of a variety of texts they encounter across 
classes.  Educators will walk away from this session with practical tools to enhance student 
understanding. 

 
(New) Studio Coaching (Bend-La Pine’s coaching model) (Room: Vistas I) 
Julie Walker, EBISS Coordinator, Jenn Montoya, Literacy Coach and Lindsley Gehrig, Literacy Coach, 
Bend-La Pine School District 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: Professional Learning) 

In this session the Bend-La Pine school district instructional coaches will share the coaching 
models used to support classroom teachers with evidence based high leverage reading strategies 
in both whole and small group instruction.  We will discuss the high leverage coaching strategies 
utilized to help support teachers.   

 
(New) Merging RTI and PBIS to Create MTSS:  Get on Board with this Effective System that is 
Sweeping the Country (Room: Sousa) 
Jenice Pizzuto, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Tigard Tualatin School District 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: Professional Learning) 

Attend this session to examine where we are in the United States at building statewide multi-tiered 
systems of support (MTSS).  Which states are ahead of the game?  How did they get there?  What 
can you do to support building an MTSS system in your state, district, or school?  Aligning our 
systems across contexts will be critical to improving student outcomes and utilizing limited 
resources.  We will explore states that have moved to an MTSS system and consider actions you 
can take to impact moving your system to MTSS. 
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Using Education Technology to Differentiate and Intensify Instruction in a Multitiered Framework 
(Room: Bloch) 
Nancy J. Nelson, Research Assistant Professor, Center on Teaching and Learning, University of Oregon; 
Caroline Shanley, Research Associate, Center on Teaching and Learning, University of Oregon 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Math, Domain: Interventions) 

When used in a multi-tiered academic approach, education technology has the capacity to 
differentiate and intensify mathematics and literacy instruction for students with or at risk for 
learning disabilities. For instance, technology-based gaming interventions can be used to provide 
individualized instruction and practice and facilitate generalization of concepts taught in whole or 
small group instruction. Data gathered from these individualized interventions can be summarized 
in real time for teachers and used to inform at a granular level, whole and small group instruction. 
By integrating supplementary technology interventions with teacher-delivered instruction, 
technology use in the classroom becomes more meaningful for teachers and students. This paper 
will describe the challenges teachers face in adopting and implementing education technology 
and provide solutions that illustrate how technology can be used effectively in the classroom to 
support student outcomes.  
 

Developing a Healthy Intervention System (Room: Vistas II) 
Nicole Kaye, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Roseburg School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Interventions) 

The purpose of this presentation is to provide a broad understanding of how to develop 
intervention systems to make interventions more effective (i.e. better results).   In this presentation, 
participants will learn about: (a) why developing a standardized intervention system is important, 
(b) considerations for interventions (time, group size, program-skill match), (c) efficient progress 
monitoring systems, (d) the utility of a Standard Reading Protocol, and (e) purposeful alignment 
across tiers.   

 
The SLD Toolbox:  Taking a student from start to finish! (Room: Joplin/Seeger) 
Shelby DiFonzo, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Ontario School District and Sally Helton, ORTIi 
Implementation Coach, Tigard Tualatin School District 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: SLD) 

This presentation will provide a clear vision of best practices related to an RTI-based SLD 
Identification process.  We will travel with a student from the beginning of the process to the end 
looking at the student’s perspective and how we as educators are making decision about 
instruction and how to improve outcomes.  This presentation will also provide useful ready to use 
tools that can support the identification process and how to develop or refine your system.  Lastly 
this presentation will look at case studies of various types of students including students who are 
English Language Learners. 

 
(New) Addressing Culture: The Foundation for Successful Implementation of RTI Practices (Room: 
Studio BC) 
Clatskanie Team:  Brad Thorud, Principal, Sarah Thorud, Title 1 teacher, Amber Crawford, 6th grade 
teacher, Kara Burghardt, 5th grade teacher, Sheryl Heacock, Special Education teacher 
(Level: Elementary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Leadership) 

The house that RTI built requires a solid foundation to address the needs of ALL students.  This 
session will guide participants to examine cultural elements that need to be considered for teams 
to implement Response to Instruction and Intervention processes and practices with success.  
Testimonials from an implementation team that overcame cultural challenges will be shared.   
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(New) We’ve got to move them, move them! (Room: Ferber) 
Tonya Reimer, 3rd grade teacher and Michelle Kunst, 5th grade teacher, Redwood Elementary School, 
Grants Pass School District 
(Level: Elementary), Content Area: All, Domain: Teaming/DBDM) 

Let’s use the power of formative assessment and collaborative teaming to move learners forward.  
KLT, TLC, IPM, EBIS, RTI, PLC, PBIS what does it all mean?  Increase the effectiveness of your 
student feedback through tools such as KLT, Keep Learning on Track.  Work with grade level 
teams to make data based decisions to meet the needs of all learners through PLCs.  Make sense of 
all the acronyms, use minute-by-minute and day-by-day formative assessment, and create a 
learning community with one goal:  to know where the learner is and how to move them 
forward.   
 

Placement and Implications for Secondary Interventions (Room: Wilder) 
Tammy Rasmussen, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Roseburg School District 
(Level: Secondary, Content Area: Reading, Domain: Interventions) 

Develop efficient, systematic, and reliable protocols to place students in intervention.  This session 
is dependent on having an infrastructure dedicated towards the Early Warning Systems (EWS) 
model.  Come learn about how districts and Oregon RTIi approach healthy intervention systems.  

 
How are we doing? Tools for reviewing strengths & areas of need in your RTI system (Room: Board) 
Jon Potter, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Tigard Tualatin School District 
(Level: Elementary/Secondary, Content Area: All, Domain: Teaming/DBDM) 

Implementing a successful RTI system takes time, and we are never truly “done”. It requires 
ongoing coordination of multiple components, including effective core instruction, interventions, 
data-based decision-making processes, and more. This session will provide an overview of ORTIi’s 
fidelity assessment, the District Implementation Evaluation Tool-School Based (DIET-SB2), which 
is a multi-method data collection process used to evaluate strengths and areas of need in your RTI 
system. Online reports, available through the Oregon Assessments System for Implementation 
Supports (OASIS), will be shared. Using these reports, districts will be able to identify specific 
strengths and areas of need in your RTI system, including specific recommendations and resources 
to address your areas of need. 
 

Facilitated Team Time (Room: Studio A) 
Lisa Bates, ORTIi Implementation Coach, Tigard Tualatin School District 

Bring your team together for guided work.  ORTIi Implementation Coaches will be on site to help 
facilitate discussions and plan next steps, debrief or preview sessions and plan for trainings in your 
districts. 
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